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FRST 370: Wiki Orientation



● What is a Wiki? Wikipedia as a Case 

Study

● Wiki Basics: UBC Wiki

○ FRST370 Project Page Overview

○ Login & set up user page

○ Claim your assignment page

○ Copy Template page

Agenda



What is a Wiki?



A wiki is a tool for 

distributed collaboration

[a wiki is not the same thing as Wikipedia]



Groups of people 

who want to 

collaborate also 

tend to trust one 

another  



“Suppose scholars the world over 
were to learn of a serious online 
encyclopedia effort in which the 
results were not proprietary to the 
encyclopedists, but were freely 
distributable...in virtually any 
desired medium. 

How Quickly Would That 

Encyclopedia Grow?”



Not Very Quickly





Nature, 2005: 

"Wikipedia comes close to 

Britannica in terms of the 

accuracy of its science 

entries"

Plos One, 2014:

"the collaborative and 

participatory design of 

Wikipedia does generate 

high quality information on 

pharmacology that is 

suitable for undergraduate 

medical education"



Open educational resources are 
educational materials (e.g., course 
textbooks, research articles, videos, 
assessments, simulations, etc.) that are 
either (a) licensed under an open 
copyright license (e.g., Creative Commons) 
or (b) in the public domain. 

Wiley & Green, 2012

http://www.educause.edu/library/resources/chapter-6-why-openness-education


In the end, an essay 

or an exam is an 

instance of 

busywork: usually 

written in haste; for 

one particular reader, 

the professor; and 

thereafter discarded.
Jon Beasley-Murray



What if we changed these 

“disposable assignments” into 

activities which actually added 

value to the world? 
-David Wiley, BYU

“





Just because something is online, doesn’t mean 
you can use it!

● Creative Commons is a non-profit organization 
whose mandate is to make it easier for 
creators to share their work and/or build upon 
the works of others

● They have created licenses that anybody can 
apply to their work to allow others to share, 
remix, or use the work without having to 
contact the copyright owner to ask for 
permission

All Creative Commons licenses require that users 
of the work attribute (cite) the creator. 

All UBC Open Case Studies must have a CC-BY 
License applied to theme

http://creativecommons.org/


What is a Wiki? 

Your FRST370 Project



Encyclopedia
5 million+ articles
120,000+ active editors
Anyone can edit/ create
Anyone can view articles - 
public 
Built on mediawiki 

The UBC Wiki

Content Repository
76,000+ articles
Only editable by CWL users 
(UBC community)
Anyone can view articles - 
public
Built on mediawiki



Basic Editing: 
Create Your User Page

https://wiki.ubc.ca

UBC Wiki Editing: 

https://wiki.ubc.ca/Course:FRST370





Editor Options



Your Wiki Assignment: 
Claim Your Project

Claim Your Project Page:

https://wiki.ubc.ca/Course:FRST370



Project Page Overview

● Log in and create account
○ Login button located on the top 

right corner. 
● Finding the project page 

○ Search “FRST 370”
● Overview of the tabs
● Finding your topic -- Look for your 

topic and click on it (command F on 
Mac, Control F on Win)

https://wiki.ubc.ca/Course:FRST370

https://wiki.ubc.ca/Course:FRST370


Edit your Project page! 

● Edit the page (Visual Editor &
Text Editor&Section)

● Add citation
● History Page



Sharing your project:

● Name= Will add your names to the project
● Share=yes (all lower case), will add a 

Creative Commons license to your work.  
Your resource must have a CC license to 
be used on the open case studies site.



Advanced Editing

● Adding Media
● Sharing → Adding a creative commons 

license
● Watchlist/Preference





All pages have one

Discuss / recommend 
improvements 

Profile page

Personal space

Reference for other editors

Talk/ Discussion User Page

Modify the interface

Preferences

A watchlist is a page which allows any 
logged-in user to keep a list of "watched" 
pages and to generate a list of recent 
changes made to those pages (and their 
associated talk pages).

Watchlist

User contributions pages are automatically 
generated pages that list any change, 
deletion or addition that an individual user 
has made in any namespace on the UBC 
Wiki.

Contributions



Create!

● Few sentences about 

you and what you are 

studying.  

●  Add a link.

●  Add a photo (copyright 

safe).

●  Make a reference



wiki.support@ubc.ca

Get Help!
will.engle@ubc.ca

rie.namba@ubc.ca
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