
Will Engle

Rie Namba

CTLT

Working with OER



We hope you will leave this session with: 

● An introduction to what makes an 
educational resource “Open” 

● A rationale for how OER supports teaching 
and learning

● Considerations of the practicalities working 
with open resources 

● Information on support available at UBC



What Does 
“Open”    
Mean?



Open like a Museum

A Day at the Museum 2, Flickr photo shared by Robert Couse-Baker, 
licensed CC-BY 2.0

https://secure.flickr.com/photos/29233640@N07/12859616113
https://secure.flickr.com/photos/29233640@N07/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching and 
learning resources, including full courses, course 
materials, textbooks, streaming videos, tests, software, 
and any other tools, materials, or techniques that are 
free of cost and access barriers, and which also carry 
legal permission for open use. 

Generally, this permission is granted by the use of an 
open license (for example, a Creative Commons 
license) which allows anyone to freely use, adapt 
and share the resource—anytime, anywhere”

(SPARC, n.d; Hewlett Foundation, n.d). 

. 

 

https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://sparcopen.org/open-education/
https://hewlett.org/strategy/open-educational-resources/


Have you created an 
open education resource? 

How do you know it’s 
open?



Retain
 Reuse 
 Revise 
 Remix  
Redistribute 

5 R’s

David Wiley, From: Defining the "Open" in Open Content and Open Educational Resources

https://opencontent.org/definition/


Question: Who is a copyright holder in this room? 

If yes- Give a thumbs up or type in the comment. 



Question: Who has taken a photo before? 

If yes- Give a thumbs up or type in the comment. 

Hint: This includes taking a photo using cellphone.



In Canada, when you take a photo, you 
automatically own the copyright of the 
photo you take! 

You’re the copyright holder of the photo = 
you are free to do anything to the photo 
including copying,distributing and modifying 
the photo you take 



● Photo taken by Jenny 
● Jenny is the copyright holder. 

If I want to to use Jenny’s photo for 
the Open Textbook I create,  I will 
need to take a permission from 
Jenny. 



Creative Commons License is a Way to Give 
Permission for People to Reuse Your Work

You still own the copyright, but you allow others to 
reuse the work, provided they cite/attribute you as 
the “author” of the work



● Photo taken by Jenny 
● Jenny is still the copyright holder. 
● Jenny decided to license her work as 

Creative Commons License (CC BY) 

As long as I credit/attribute  Jenny’s photo, I 
have a permission to use Jenny’s photo 

 



Creative Commons 
(CC) licenses 

provide advance 
permission to use 

copyrighted 
material under 

certain conditions.

"Creative Commons" (CC BY 2.0) by Kalexanderson

https://www.flickr.com/photos/kalexanderson/8137851710/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/kalexanderson/




Adding a Creative 
Commons License 
to your Work:

https://chooser-beta.creative
commons.org/ 

https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/
https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/


T = Title
A = Author 
S = Source
L = Licence

More info: https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Best_practices_for_attribution

An up-close picture of a curious 
male domestic shorthair tabby cat 
by Ugrashak (CC by 4.0)

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:An_up-close_picture_of_a_curious_male_domestic_shorthair_tabby_cat.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:An_up-close_picture_of_a_curious_male_domestic_shorthair_tabby_cat.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:Contributions/Ugrashak
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en




Why OER?

● Lowers barriers: Saves time and 
money.

● Easy to circulate among an unlimited 
number of students.

● Makes it easy for instructors to provide 
meaningful, contextualized resources 
for their students.



67%
Of UBC Students reported they went 
without a textbook or other course 
resource due to cost

 



“Vast majority of survey respondents perceived the open 
textbook to be of the same or better quality than 
commercial textbooks used in their other courses. 
Further, many of them appreciated the fact that the 
textbook was customized to this particular course—which 
is made possible by the use of a textbook with an open 
license.”

Hendricks, C., Reinsberg, S,. and Rieger, G. (2017). The Adoption of an Open Textbook in a Large Physics Course: 
An Analysis of Cost, Outcomes, Use, and Perceptions. International Review of Research in Open and Distributed 

Learning.  Retrieved from http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/3006/4220:

http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/3006/4220


More than 100,000 UBC students have enrolled in 
courses in which instructors used open or freely 
accessible resources instead of traditional textbooks. 

Engle. W. (2019). Open UBC Snapshot: Use of Open Resources 
Continues to Increase. UBC. Retrieved from: 
https://open.ubc.ca/open-ubc-snapshot-use-of-open-resources-continues-t
o-increase/



Finding OER



UBC Library
guides.library.ubc.ca/open_education

Open UBC
open.ubc.ca 

BC Open Textbook Initiative
open.bccampus.ca

http://guides.library.ubc.ca/open_education
http://open.ubc.ca/
https://bccampus.ca/


https://open.bccampus.ca

https://open.bccampus.ca/




Quartz Parrot



Calculus Textbook 

for Biology Students  



Open pedagogy could be considered as a 
blend of strategies, technologies, and 
networked communities that make the 
process and products of education more 
transparent, understandable, and 
available to all the people involved.

 

 Tom Woodward in an excerpt from an interview in Campus Technology

http://altlab.vcu.edu/team-members/tom-woodward/
https://campustechnology.com/articles/2014/11/12/open-pedagogy-connection-community-and-transparency.aspx




The UBC OER Fund
The Office of the Provost at UBC Vancouver has provided funding fto 
support OER initiatives such as:

● The adoption, adaptation, or creation of OER which address 
affordability and access to learning resources within UBCV credit 
based courses;

● Course enhancements using open educational resources, including 
assessment materials.

● Activities and events that seek to engage the UBCV community in 
increasing awareness and capacity for supporting OER.



https://open.ubc.ca

https://open.ubc.ca


By Atelier Disko, Hamburg und 
Berlin - Mapping OER - 
Bildungsmaterialien gemeinsam 
gestalten, CC BY 4.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/in
dex.php?curid=44529774

Thank you!
Rie Namba - rie.namba@ubc.ca
Will Engle - will.engle@ubc.ca

Graphics Credit:  Atelier Disko, Hamburg und Berlin - 
Shared at Wikimedia Commons: Mapping OER - 
Bildungsmaterialien gemeinsam gestalten, CC BY 4.0 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Mapping_OER_-_Bildungsmaterialien_gemeinsam_gestalten
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Mapping_OER_-_Bildungsmaterialien_gemeinsam_gestalten

