LIBE 463: Selection of Learning Resources I

Assignment #1: Selection of Curriculum Area, Grade Level, and Rationale
Grade level: Grade 4

School Community: École Aubrey, Burnaby, BC

Curriculum Area: Life Sciences

Specific content: habitats, communities and biomes

Teacher Background: I am a grade 4/5 French immersion teacher beginning a new career as a teacher-librarian. I will be on educational leave for the 2011-2012 year to pursue my diploma at UBC.   While I will not be in the classroom this coming year, I will be keeping in touch with the Aubrey Community and I will be going in to various libraries in the district during my sabbatical.  I know that ecology is an area of high-interest for students in Grade 4, as I have previously taught a few units on biodiversity.  Having used the resources at Aubrey before, I also know this is an area of the library that requires expansion, weeding and reorganization.  While looking at these resources, I wanted to develop a new unit within the area of life sciences that integrates social responsibility and habitats: to teach students what a precious gift our environment is and how to value and respect it. 
Rationale:   It is important to study habitats and biomes to interface nature with students.   Many children these days are suffering from nature deprivation and do not experience the outdoors in their daily lives. This phenomena, along with it’s societal consequences, is referred to as “nature-deficit disorder” by Richard Louv in his 2005 book Last Child in the Woods.  As an educator for the last 11 years, I deem many of his ideas to be true.   I think that teaching children about the world around them is of fundamental importance. Providing students with the opportunity to research about local habits links them to the world around them.   For some students, Vancouver/Burnaby might be the only community they have ever experienced.   The words of a grade 5 student years ago still resonate with me, “Mme, I am so excited! I have never been to the beach before!” 10 year old Jessica exclaimed these words when I announced that we would have our year-end picnic at the beach in Stanley Park.  I soon discovered that several of my students that year had never been to a beach, even in their own community!  Educators have the role and responsibility to connect students with the world around them - virtually, through multi-media – and experientially, through local fieldtrips.  Studying about habitats and biomes is one way of opening the world to our students, helping students to think critically about the world around them and to reveal with that all that our planet has to offer: physically, spiritually, emotionally, and intellectually. 
PRESCRIBED LEARNING OUTCOMES:

· (4.1) compare the structures and behaviours of local animals and plants in different habitats and communities

· (4.2) analyse simple food chains

· (4.3) demonstrate awareness of the Aboriginal concept of respect for the environment

· (4.4) determine how personal choices and actions have environmental consequences

Achievement Indicators for each prescribed learning outcome:
4.1) Students will learn to:
· explain in detail why organisms are found in specific local habitats, based on their structures and behaviours
·  identify the structural adaptations of two or more organisms
· with teacher support, infer and justify what communities might interact in a particular environment

4.2)  Students will learn to:
· construct and explain the elements of a simple food chain
· interpret population changes from data in one or two factor graphs (e.g., rabbit only; rabbit/coyote)
4.3)  Students will learn to:
· describe in detail how to show respect for the environment
(e.g., clean up school yard, recycle, weed garden)

· create accurate, detailed drawings to illustrate stories that demonstrate the relationship Aboriginal peoples have with the land, water, animals, plants, and sky (e.g., respect for water, earth)

4.4)  Students will learn to:
· document the steps involved in supporting actions that positively affect the school environment (such as those involved in a garbage less lunch campaign), using detailed checklists, group projects
·  prepare and illustrate a simple, local habitat improvement plan that shows which plants and animals benefit from the plan

Potential projects for students linked to these learning outcomes:   

· to create a documentary video on habitat/biome or even endangered creature within BC

· to design a pamphlet that describes a regional park within the lower mainland and all of its local animals and plants

· create a campaign (poster) to save an endangered or protected area and/or species within British Columbia

