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Handy Ovid Medline tips

1. To combine a large number of sets using OR or AND in an Ovid database:
or/1-10 (equivalent to 1 or 2or 3 or4 or50r 6 or7or8or9or10)

You can also select specific sets (i.e. the sets don’t have to be consecutive)
and/1-3,4,7,10 (equivalent to 1 and 2 and 3 or and 4 and 7 and 10)

2. To efficiently delete sets in an Ovid database:
.pg 1- 10
.pg 1-3,4,7,10

3. To check the total number of records in an Ovid database:
docz.dz

4. Tolook up the 2-letter codes for the fields that can be searched in an Ovid database:

N

Basic Search | Find Citation | Search Took; | Search Fields | Advanced Search | Multi-Field Search

w Selected Resources
Ovid Resources: @ Qvid MEDLINE(R) 1950 to Present with Daily Update

| €D
My Fields | All Fields

Clear Selected

#af All Fields [ ab: Abstract [ ax: Author Last Name

[ au: Authors : Authors Full Name : CAS Registry/EC Number/Name

[ enm: Comments

: Country of Publication

: Date of Publication

[T do: Digital Object Identifier [T ep: Electronic Date of Publication [ ed: Entry Date

[ xs: Exploded Sub-Heading [C]fs5: Floating Sub-Heading [ gs: Gene Symbaol
[ gw: Gene Symbol Word [ no: Grant Number [CJit: 155N Linking
[Clis: ISSN Print [Clin: Institution Clir: Investigator
Cip: Issue/Part [ jn: Journal Name [ sb: Journal Subset

[ jw: Journal Word

: Keyword Heading

5. To limit to studies done on human populations

: Keyword Heading Word

= Search History (4 searches) (Click to close)
] # A Searches Results
(] 1 (animals not (humans and animals)).sh. 3518895
0 2 {humans and animals).sh. 1232447
0 3 animals.sh. 4751342
= 4 {animals not (humans and animals)).sh. 3518895
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Set 4 gives you studies that are exclusively on animal populations. Apply NOT 4 to remove these
studies from your final set.

6. To select the right date field from an array of options
In Ovid there is an array of fields that pertain to dates. They are as follows:

a) Entry date (.ed)
The Entry Date (ED) field contains the issue (year, month and day) in which the document was
indexed as a MEDLINE (R) record. This index appears in the format YYYYMMDD.

NB: The ED (Entry Date) field in Ovid's MEDLINE corresponds to the Completed Date field in
PubMed records.

You can limit a MEDLINE search to find records with a range of Entry Dates. For example, to find
articles with autism in their titles which were added to MEDLINE by NLM in Sept. 2005, you
would enter this search:

1. autism.ti

2.limit 1 to ed=20050901-20050930

**If you're updating a systematic review, the use of the ED field is recommended. Using DP (see
below) for a review update means you might miss an older publication that was only added to
Medline at a later date.

b) Date of publication (.dp)
Date of Publication (DP) field consists of the date of publication for a citation, in the format YYYY
MMM DD (1950 dec 3). The Month and day are not always present. This field is also displayed as
part of the Source (SO) field.

c) Update Date (.up)

The Update Date (UP) field contains the date the record was added to MEDLINE since the yearly
reload completion. The Update Date for existing records changes with each global reload to
reflect the date Ovid starts processing the reload data. The UP field appears in the format
YYYYMMDD.

d) YR: The Year of Publication (YR) field contains the year in which an article or monograph was
published. Only the four digit year is contained in the index.

7. To explode a term in a way that lets you see all the narrower terms in your search history:

If you're exploding a term, we recommend a “belt and suspenders” approach. Check off both the
explode box (the left column on the right hand side of the page), and also click on the boxes to
select each of the narrower terms. This ensures that you're exploding the broadest term (in this
case Weight Loss/) even though it may be found in multiple branches of the MeSH Thesaurus,
but that you have a record of the narrower terms when you look back at your search history.

[ weight Gain 18201 O (]

[-1 [¥] weight Lass 17941 []
[-1 Emaciation Lr O O
Cachexia 3295 O (]

[ Fetal Weight 917 O (]
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8. Differences between NLM’s Pubmed and Ovid Medline when it comes to drug terms:

If you explode the MeSH term Anti-Bacterial Agents in OvidSP Medline, you get 463,487 results.
If you do the same thing in PubMed using the MeSH browser, you get 220,856 results. Why does
this happen?

Explanation: OvidSP Medline and PubMed differ in their treatment of drug terms.

“In 1996, the MeSH Tree Structure was changed so that specific drugs/chemicals were no longer
treed under a function (pharmacological action) heading. This means that in MeSH there is no
branch containing all drugs with a particular effect (e.g. all the antioxidants)” (from PubMed
Expert Searching training manual, March 2006).

However, OvidSP Medline has continued to list specific drugs/chemicals under MeSH headings.

Implication:

In PubMed, it's important to remember the Pharmacological Action terms when you want to
comprehensively retrieve all drugs with a particular action. For example, if you're looking for
articles about antioxidants in the treatment of cancers:

Neoplasms [mesh] AND Antioxidants [pa]

On the other hand, if you're interested in a specific action of a particular drug, it’s better to
combine the drug name as a MeSH term or Substance Word with the pharmacological category
as a MeSH heading. For example, if you're looking for articles that discuss aspirin as an anti-
coagulant:

Aspirin [mesh] AND Fibrinolytic Agents [mesh]

OvidSP Medline Tree view

[-1 O chemical dctions and Uses i O O [i ]
-1 0 Pharmacologic Actions 0 O (| [ ]
[+] O molecular thechanisms of Pharmacological Action 0 O O a

+1 O Physiological Effects of Drugs 0 O 1 [ ]

[-1 O Therapeutic Uses 4 O 1 [i ]
[+] OO anti-Allergic Agents xmad [ 1 i ]

[-] OO anti-Infective Azents o000 [ 1 i ]

[+] [Drug Terms (Mon AeSHI] [i ]

[-1 tnti-Bacteral dzents 1ge00 [ [] (i ]

[-1 [Drug Terms (Mon MeSH] [i ]

[ alamethicin O 1 i ]

O amdinoeiltin x O O i ]

O amdinocillin Phoxil 1w O 1 i ]

O amikacin e O 1 i ]

O amexieilin e O O [i]

[ amesdcilin-Patassium Clavulanate Combination 1645 O 1 [ ]

[0 amphotericin B 1e04 O O i ]

O ampicillin e [ 1 i ]

[0 arisomyein 972 O | [i ]
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PubMed MeSH database:

A service of the National Library of Medicine
and the National Institutes of Health My NCBI H

Sign In] [Rengister

Protein Genome Structure COMIM iy Journals

Search | MeSH V|for|antibal:terial agent |[ Go ] [Clear] Save Search

[ Uimits | Previewindex | Histary | Cliphoard | Details |

Display | Surnmary w| Bhow [20 w[Sendto |
AlLG |
Items 1 -6 of 6 Cne page.

Recent Activity -

F11: Anti-Bacterial Agents Links Turn Off  Clear
Zubstances that reduethe growth or reproduction of BACTERTA ) )
Trmoquced 2004(1963) Q antibacterial agent ) yesn
2: Anti-Bacterial Agents [Pharmacological Action] Links Q antibacterial agent (450232
o - A service of the National Library of Medicine

(I:; hl C B [ X;‘g@ M e S H and the National Institutes of Health
All Databases I otide Protein Genome Structure OMIM PMC Journals
Search | MeSH V|for| | [ Go ] [Clear]

[ Uimits | Previewindex | Histary | Clipboard | Details |

Display |Fu|| v| Show |20 v||59ndtg v|
Al |

® Ifmaking selections (e g, Subheadings, etc.), use the Send to Search Box feature to see Publded records with those s
* Zelect Publded under the Links menu to retrieve all records for the We3H Term.
o Zelect MWLM WeSH Browser under the Links menu for addifional mformation.

[J1: Anti-Bacterial Agents [Pharmacological Action]

2 A-diacetylphloroglucinel (Substance Mame)
2-deoxystreptamine (Substance Mame)
Acedapsone (MeSH Term)

actinonin (Sibstarce Name)

actinothodin (Substarce Name)

Alamethicin (MeSH Term)

albomycin (Subsiance Namea)





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


