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AGENDA

• What are learning objectives (LOs and why 
do we use them)?

• How to write LOs

• Practice & Sharing

• Introduction to Bloom’s taxonomy

• Revise & Sharing

• Q&A



LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES

By the end of the session, you should be able to:

• Describe the benefits of using learning 
objectives

• Write effective learning objectives
• Practice using Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy to 

write learning objectives 
• Consider a spiritual domain of learning



What are Learning 
Objectives (and why use 

them)?



Definition: 
Learning 
Objectives
what a learner knows or 
can do as a result of 
learning
(Otter, 1992, p. i)



Levels of 
learning 
objectives

• Program-level learning outcomes 
(what does a graduate know/do/value?)

• Course-level learning outcomes
(know/do/value after your course)

• Module-level(know/do/value after the 
module)

• Lesson-level learning outcomes

(know/do/value after the lesson)



Your target



How to write Learning 
Objectives

that foster student learning



Learner-
centred



Learner-centred

By the end of this lesson, learners will be able to….

By the end of this laboratory activity, students will be 
able to….



Specific



Specific

Effective learning outcomes contain

1. verb(s)

2. Subject (the what)

3. Context or criteria

By the end of this lesson, learners will be 
able to create a social media plan for 
a non-profit organization.



Bloom's 
Learning 
Domains

a set of three hierarchical 

models used for classification 

of educational learning 

objectives into levels of 

complexity and specificity.



Bloom's Domains of 
Learning

1. Psychomotor

2. Cognitive

3. Affective

1. 2.
3.



Psychomotor

By the end of this module, learners will be
able to perform a backward dive.

By the end of this lessons, students will be 
able to position the scale to zero before 
measurement with an ammeter.



Cognitive

By the end of this module, learners will be
able to identify 7 trees that are native 
to British Columbia.

By the end of this lesson, students will be 
able to list the sub fields of anthropology.



Affective

By the end of this module, learners 
will value the ethical issues involved in...

By the end of this lessons, students 
will commit to a personal program of lifelong 
learning...



Introducing a 4th domain:
The SPRIRITUAL domain



Spiritual

The spiritual domain involves learning 
outcomes that "(connect).. fields of 
study and collegial relationships to a 
long-term view of how university 
knowledge and activities impact the self, 
families, communities and the world in a 
holistic way. "

Marcella LaFever (2016) Switching from Bloom to the 
Medicine Wheel: creating learning outcomes that 
support Indigenous ways of knowing in post-secondary 
education, Intercultural Education, 27:5, 409-424



Practice using 
Bloom’s Domains of 

Learning to write learning 
objectives



Dos and don’ts 
when writing 
Learning 
Objectives

Dos
● Use clear, simple and unambiguous 

language

● Be specific

● Create achievable and challenging 
objectives

● Use action verbs from Bloom’s taxonomy 
to create measurable objectives

● Be Learner-centred
Don'ts

● Do not use ambiguous, non-measurable 
terms such as “understand, know”

● Avoid jargon



Practice 
and 
Sharing

Think about 1 of your classes (or potential 
classes) and an aspect of that topic that you 
want your students to learn about.

By the end of this 50-minute lesson, students 
will be able to…

Please contribute your learning objectives on a 
slide (link in the chat)



Learning 
Domains and 
Taxonomies



Cognitive



BCIT Handout, p. 5



Psychomotor



Affective



Spiritual
Marcella LaFever (2016) Switching from Bloom to the Medicine Wheel:
creating learning outcomes that support Indigenous ways of knowing in post-secondary
education, Intercultural Education, 27:5, 409-424, DOI: 10.1080/14675986.2016.1240496



Example 1:
History course

By the end of the lesson you will 

be able to understand the 

events surrounding the war of 

1812.



Example 2:
Medicine 
course

By the end of the lesson you will know 
how to use a needle and puncture a vein 

without causing bruising.



Example 3:
Education
course

By the end of the lesson you will learn 
that your peers are a valuable source of 
information for your projects.



Practice 
and 
Sharing

Revisit your earlier Learning Objective

● Identify the domain of learning.
● Identify the level of learning within that 

domain.
● Choose an action verb that specifies your 

intended learning.
● Revise as needed. Update the google doc

Take 5 mins.



Practice 
and 
Sharing

An opportunity to receive feedback on your 
learning objective! (3 mins)

● Review your partner’s learning objective
● Breakout Rooms

● Mostly pairs
● Please move yourself to a room according to 

your slide number 
● If you can’t find the ‘button’, just ask us (chat or 

unmute)
● Seek clarifications and revise (or at least 

ponder)
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Videos

Bloom’s Taxonomy 
(video): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7k10Xwo
1lkc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7k10Xwo1lkc



