POLI 380 DTES Questionnaire.
Intro:

Good Afternoon/Evening, I am calling from UBC for an academic study on what people think about some issues affecting British Columbia at the moment. The study is being done as part of my Political Science class in research methodology. You are being invited to participate in this study because you are a BC resident; however, participation in this study is completely optional and you are free to withdraw at any time. We expect this survey will take about 15 minutes of your time and all of your responses are kept completely confidential. In fact, we’re not even collecting any information that could be used to identify you. 

Would you like to help us carry out this study by answering our questions? Or is there a more convenient time in the next couple of days when I can call you back? 

If YES: Thanks. We will not be asking you for written consent. Participation in this phone interview will be taken as informed consent. We also want to remind you that you are free to skip any questions you do not wish to answer. Now, do you have any questions about the study before we begin? 
If NO:

I understand you may be too busy to do the study at the moment, but is there a more convenient time when I can call you back?  

If NO again:

Would you be willing to do the survey online? If yes, give URL.

If NO again:

Thanks for considering it. Good bye.

First, I’d like to ask you some general political questions.   
1) Thinking of British Columbia politics for the moment, what is the most important issue to you personally?
1) [Interviewer record answer verbatim, but limit to one sentence]
2) [Skip if no answer to 1] And which provincial party’ approach would be most effective in dealing with that issue? Is it the BC Liberals, the BC NDP, the BC Green Party, Another party, or none of them?
1) Liberals

2) NDP

3) Green

4) Other

5) None
3) Do you feel like Metro Vancouver is really your home? 
1) Yes

2) No

4) Did you vote in the BC provincial election that was held this past May?

1) Yes

2) No

3) Ineligible

5) [If Yes to q4] And which party did you vote for? The BC Liberals, the BC NDP, the BC Green Party, or Another party?
1) Libera
2) NDP

3) Green

4) Another Party 
6) [If Yes to q4, random ½ ] You may remember that there was also a vote on changing our electoral system. Let me remind you of the question. It was: "Which electoral system should BC use to elect members to the provincial Legislative Assembly?  The existing electoral system, First-Past-the-Post   Or the single transferable vote electoral system (BC-STV)  proposed by the Citizens’Assembly on Electoral Reform". Did you vote for the existing system or the BC-STV system?
1) Existing system (FPTP)

2) BC-STV

3) Don’t know / Don’t Remember

7) [If Yes to q4, random other ½ ] You may remember that there was also a vote on changing our electoral system. Let me remind you of the question. It was: "Should British Columbia change to the BC-STV electoral system as recommended by the Citizens Assembly on Electoral Reform?"  Did you vote Yes or No?

1) Yes, for BC-STV

2) No, for Existing system (FPTP)

3) Don’t know / Don’t Remember
8) [If No to q4, random ½] You may remember that there was a referendum on changing our electoral system. We’re interested in how you would have voted if you had got the chance to vote. Let me remind you of the question. It was: "Which electoral system should BC use to elect members to the provincial Legislative Assembly?  The existing electoral system, First-Past-the-Post   Or the single transferable vote electoral system (BC-STV)  proposed by the Citizens’Assembly on Electoral Reform". Would  you have voted for the existing system or the BC-STV system?

1) Existing system (FPTP)

2) BC-STV

3) Don’t know 

9) [If Yes to q4, random other ½ ] You may remember that there was a referendum on changing our electoral system. We’re interested in how you would have voted if you had got the chance to vote.  Let me remind you of the question. It was: "Should British Columbia change to the BC-STV electoral system as recommended by the Citizens Assembly on Electoral Reform?"  Would you have voted Yes or No?

1) Yes, for BC-STV

2) No, for Existing system (FPTP)

3) Don’t know / Don’t Remember

10) And if there were a federal election held soon, which party do you think you would vote for?
1) Conservative Party of Canada

2) Liberal Party

3) NDP

4) Green Party

5) Another party

6) Don’t Know

7) Will not vote 

8) Ineligible to vote

11)  In federal politics, do you usually think of yourself as a Conservative, Liberal, NDP, Green, or none of these?
1) Conservative Party of Canada

2) Liberal Party

3) NDP

4) Green Party

5) None of these

12) And in provincial politics, do you usually think of yourself as a Liberal, NDP, Green, or none of these?

1) Liberal Party

2) NDP

3) Green Party

4) None of these

13)  Finally, at the municipal level, is there a party you usually vote for?
1) [fill answer]
2) Don’t or can’t vote
Now I’d like to ask you for your thoughts on some political and social issues. I’m just going to read you some statements and I’d like you to tell me if you Agree with the statement, Disagree with the statement, or if neutral about it, somewhere in-between agreement and disagreement. If you really don’t know how you feel, just tell me you don’t know.  It is important for our research that you consider each one carefully and tell us how you feel.
14)  Here’s the first one: “People who come to live in Canada should try harder to be more like other Canadians” Do you Agree or Disagree?

1) Agree

2) Disagree

3) Neutral / In-between

4) Don’t Know
15) “Most panhandlers, people asking for money on the street, deserve society’s sympathy”

1) Agree

2) Disagree

3) Neutral / In-between

4) Don’t Know
[add behavioural question: do you usually give money]
16) “The government should leave it entirely to the private sector to create jobs” Do you Agree or Disagree?

1) Agree

2) Disagree

3) Neutral / In-between

4) Don’t Know

17) “While equal opportunity to succeed is important for all Canadians, it's not really the government's job to guarantee it.”

1) Agree

2) Disagree

3) Neutral / In-between

4) Don’t Know

18)  “Aboriginal Canadians, should be responsible for solving the problems they face, not govts” 
1) Agree

2) Disagree

3) Neutral / In-between

4) Don’t Know

19) “We would probably solve most of our big problems if decisions could be  brought back to the people at the grass roots” Do you Agree or Disagree?

1) Agree

2) Disagree

3) Neutral / In-between

4) Don’t Know

20)  Canadians should be extremely proud of their country.
1) Agree

2) Disagree

3) Neutral / In-between

4) Don’t Know

21)  “Most poor people could move up in the world if they just worked a bit harder.” Do you Agree or Disagree?

1) Agree

2) Disagree

3) Neutral / In-between

4) Don’t Know

22) “Drug addiction is not a legitimate illness requiring medical treatment.” Do you Agree or Disagree?

1) Agree

2) Disagree

3) Neutral / In-between

4) Don’t Know

23)  “Many people develop mental illness from a lack of self-discipline and willpower.” Do you Agree or Disagree?

1) Agree

2) Disagree

3) Neutral / In-between

4) Don’t Know
24) “Governments should spend more money helping people with drug addiction” Do you Agree or Disagree?

1) Agree

2) Disagree

3) Neutral / In-between

4) Don’t Know

25)  “Lots of problems would go away if we legalized some or all of the drugs that are currently illegal” Do you Agree or Disagree?

1) Agree

2) Disagree

3) Neutral / In-between

4) Don’t Know
26)  We should keep marijuana illegal?
1) Agree

2) Disagree

3) Neutral / In-between

4) Don’t Know 
27)  “When drug addicts are convicted of crimes, they should be offered the chance to go to addiction treatment centres instead of jail.” Do you Agree or Disagree?

1) Agree

2) Disagree

3) Neutral / In-between

4) Don’t Know

28)  “The police should enforce laws against prostitution more agressively”
1) Agree

2) Disagree

3) Neutral / In-between

4) Don’t Know

29)  Overall, are the taxes we pay in Canada too high, too low, or just about right? 
1) Too high

2) Too low

3) About right

Now I’d like to ask you some more specific questions about some things going on in the City of Vancouver. 

30)  Do you read a local daily newspaper on most days?
[if asked: the Province, the Vancouver Sun, Metro, 24 hours, etc.]

1) Yes

2) No

31)  Do you listen to local Vancouver CBC radio?

1) Yes

2) No

32)  Do you watch a local Vancouver TV news program?

1) Yes

2) No

33)  If you were walking through Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside in the daytime, how comfortable would you feel?

1) Very comfortable, 

2) quite comfortable, 

3) uncomfortable, or 

4) extremely uncomfortable?
5) Don’t know
34)  And if you were walking through Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside in the daytime, how afraid would you be of being assaulted in some way? Very afraid, quite afraid, unafraid, or extremely unafraid?

1) Very afraid, 

2) quite afraid, 

3) unafraid, or 

4) extremely unafraid?
35)  Roughly how many drug addicts do you think there are in and around the DTES?

1) Record number.

36) And if you had to guess, what percentage of those people are also afflicted with mental illness?

1) Record percentage 0 to 100

37) And what percentage of the drug addicts are aboriginal or First Nations people? 

1) Record percentage 0 to 100

38)  What do you think is the most controversial thing that governments have done in the last decade to address the health and social impacts of drug addiction in the DTES?
1) Correct [Insite, Safe injection site]

2) Any other ‘reasonable’ answer

3) Incorrect

4) No answer

39)  As far as you know, do addicts get their drugs for free at Insite, the safe injection site in the Downtown Eastside?
40)   Do you support or oppose government funding and operation of a safe drug injection site?
1) Support

2) Oppose

3) Don’t know 
41)  In the last year, roughly how many times have you been in the Downtown Eastside, not counting times when you’ve just driven through.
1) [Interviewer record number]

42)  And how many times would you say you’ve driven through the Downtown Eastside in the past year?

1) [Interviewer record number]

43)  How often do you think the police are too violent when dealing with drug addicts, panhandlers, and sex-trade workers in the DTES? Are they too violent,
1) Almost all the time

2) Sometimes

3) Rarely

4) Never

44) Can you recall the name of the legal society that’s active in the Downtown Eastside?

1) Correct [Pivot, Pivot Legal Society]

2) Incorrect [any other answer]

3) Don’t know

45)  Few people are aware of Operation Phoenix. Do you know what it is?

1) Yes (or they give an answer)
2) No or Don’t know
Now I’m going to describe some things that governments might do to improve the situation in the DTES. For each one, please tell me if it would be very effective, somewhat effective, or not effective.

46)  Providing more social housing, at taxpayers expense. Would this be very effective, somewhat effective, or not effective?
1) Very effective

2) Somewhat effective

3) Not effective

47)  (don’t ask these follow-up questions to “not effective” responses) Should BC raise taxes to do this?
1) Yes

2) no
48)  Provide more law enforcement.
1) Very effective

2) Somewhat effective

3) Not effective
49)  Should BC raise taxes to do this

1) Yes

2) no
50)  Pay for aboriginal or First Nations people to return to reserves. Would it be:
1) Very effective

2) Somewhat effective

3) Not effective
51)  Should BC raise taxes to do this

1) Yes

2) no
52)  Provide homeless people with low-wage unskilled work on public projects in return for free housing. Would it be:
1) Very effective

2) Somewhat effective

3) Not effective
53)  Should BC raise taxes to do this

1) Yes

2) no
54)  Provide more safe drug injection sites. Would it be:
1) Very effective

2) Somewhat effective

3) Not effective
55)  Should BC raise taxes to do this

1) Yes

2) no
56)  Provide incentives for developers to build new housing for sale at market value. Would it be:
1) Very effective

2) Somewhat effective

3) Not effective
57)  Should BC raise taxes to do this

1) Yes

2) no
58)  Provide significantly more funding for community centres and other local resources. Would it be:
1) Very effective

2) Somewhat effective

3) Not effective
59)  Should BC raise taxes to do this

1) Yes

2) no

Randomize order of 62 and 63


60)  Would you personally be willing to pay higher taxes so governments could do more to help people who live in the Downtown Eastside and other places like it in Canada?
1) Yes

2) No

3) Don’t know 

61)  Should governments provide more funding to do more to help people who live in the Downtown Eastside and other places like it in Canada?

1) Yes

2) No

3) Don’t know 

62)  If you had to guess, roughly how much money per month does a single person on welfare receive in British Columbia? 

1) [Record answer verbatim]
63) The Downtown Eastside has five main problems: Homelessness, Drug Addiction, Exploitation in sex-trade work, Mental Illness, and Crime. Which one should government try hardest to address? 
1) Homelessness, 

2) Drug Addiction, 

3) Exploitation in sex-trade work, 

4) Mental Illness, 

5) Crime
64)  And which should be next most important for government to address? Homelessness, Drug Addiction, Exploitation in sex-trade work, Mental Illness, or Crime?

1) Homelessness, 

2) Drug Addiction, 

3) Exploitation in sex-trade work, 

4) Mental Illness, 

5) Crime

Finally, I’d like to get some background information from you. Remember, we’re not collecting any identifying information, so your responses are totally anonymous.

65)  Have you seen mental illness first-hand in your family or among your close friends?

1) Yes

2) No

3) Won’t say

66)  Have you seen drug addiction first-hand in your family or among your close friends?

1) Yes

2) No

3) Won’t say
67)  Did you grow up in Canada?

1) Yes

2) No

68) [If 69 yes] Did you grow up in BC?

1) Yes

2) No

69) [If 69 No] What country did you grow up in?

1) [type response]

70) Did you grow up in a large city?

1) Yes

2) No

71) Are you a Canadian citizen?
1) Yes

2) No

72) Is English your first language?

1) Yes

2) No

73) [if 61 NO] What was your first language?

1) [type response]

74) In what year were you born?

1) [1900-1999 Enter year of birth ]
2) refused


75) What is the highest level of education that you have completed? 

1) Elementary School

2) High School

3) Community College, Technical, CEGEP

4) Some University

5) Completed University Degree

6) Postgraduate degree (Law, Medicine, Master’s, PHD)


76) Please tell me what is your religion, if you have one? 

1) Protestant Christian

2) Catholic/ Roman Catholic / Orthodox

3) Buddhist/Buddhism 

4) Born Again/Charismatic

5) Sikh/ Sikhism
6) Hindu 
7) Jewish/Judaism/Jewish Orthodox 
8) Traditional Aboriginal spiritual practices

9) none, don’t have one, atheist
10) other

11) don’t know 
12)  refused
77) And how often do you attend religious services? Once a week or more, every now and then, or never?

1) Once a week or more
2) Now and then

3) Never

78) Are you currently self employed, working for pay, retired, unemployed or looking for work, a student, caring for a family, or something else?
Interviewer: if R gives 2 answers, ask for the category that describes
them best, do NOT use other unless no other option.

1) self employed (with or without employees)

2) working for pay (full or part time )

3) retired

4) unemployed/looking for work

5) student

6) caring for a family

7) disabled
8) R volunteers works at two or more jobs

9) student and working for pay

10) caring for family and working for pay

11) retired and working for pay

12) refused 
79) Could you please tell me how much income you and other members of your household received in the year ending December 31st 2008, before taxes? Please include income from ALL sources such as savings, pensions, rent, and unemployment insurance as well as wages. We don’t need the exact amount; could you tell me which of these broad categories it falls into
Interviewer: read options, stop when R gives an answer

1) less than $20,000

2) between $20,000 and $404,000 ($29,999.99)

3) between $40,000 and $60,000

4) between $60,000 and $80,000

5) between $80,000 and $100,000

6) between $100,000 and $120,000

7) between $120,000 and $150,000, or

8) more than $150,000?

9) don’t know 

10) refused

80)  Did you complete this interview on the telephone, in person, or online?

1) Telephone

2) In person

3) Online

81)  [If 1 or 2 on q75]

1) [interviewer enter your student number]

82)  [If 1 or 2 on q75] Interviewer Gender

1) Female

2) Male

Back-end Script (after the interview):

Thank you very much for your participation in this important research.  If you have any questions about it, you may contact Dr. Fred Cutler in the Political Science department at the University of British Columbia. His telephone number is 604-822-6841 and his email is Fred.Cutler@ubc.ca.  If you have any concerns about your rights as a research subject and/or your experiences while participating in this study, contact the Research Subject Information Line in the University of British Columbia Office of Research Services at 604-822-8598. Would you like me to repeat any of those phone numbers or E-mail addresses?
http://survey.arts.ubc.ca/index.php?sid=88152&lang=en
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