
Corridor Country: Habitat Corridors to Improve the Lives of all 
Lake Country Residents; Wildlife and Humans

Leandro Biondo, Cole Hooper, Amir Rahsaz



Climate change, a growing population, and globalization are leading to 
severe environmental issues. 

These environmental issues are wicked, and there is no easy solution 
to one, let alone all of them simultaneously.

We are moving towards a future that is increasingly grey.

The greatest impact can be made when we focus our efforts is on a 
singular issue.

What action can we take here in Lake Country to combat these issues?

Global Environmental Issues



One such global issue, relevant to us locally is the reduction of 
biodiversity in our ecosystems.

As early as 2005, the Okanagan saw amounts of land conversion as 
high as 20-28% percent.

The resulting issues of the associated losses in biodiversity gains 
significance in the Okanagan which already has the highest 
concentration of endangered and threatened species in BC.

Biodiversity



Our Solution

We are proposing significant integration of 
wildlife corridors into the District of Lake 

Country community planning. 

Using GIS mapping techniques, we have 
identified several candidate areas for habitat 

connectivity. These maps tell a story. 



Our Solution



Our Solution



Areas of Concern

We have identified several areas of concern, where our 
proposed corridor interacts with roadways.

At these sites, as implementation occurs, certain mitigation 
strategies will need to be considered, such as wildlife 

crossings, and fencing. 



Benefits

You can see where our intervention fits 
on this scale, and how it leads to 
benefits for humans. But due to the 
holistic nature of our planning, it goes 
further.

- By increasing recreational opportunities and 
active transportation.

- Offering potential for community hubs, such 
as gardens, and gathering areas.

- And preserving the proximity and stunning 
viewscapes that Lake Country is known for.

All of these things ultimately increase 
the appeal, and livability of Lake 
Country, positively affecting property 
prices, attracting new residents and 
developing tourism!



Action Plan

To Begin we will advocate for the inclusion of 
this proposed corridor in existing Lake Country 
Policies. Which include:

I. Establishing a Natural Environment  
Development Permit Area (NEDPA)

II. Discouraging development or land uses that will 
hurt the Okanagan wildlife connectivity corridor.

Our actions will go further to support the corridor by:

I. Further petitioning for District of Lake Country City 
Council for the allocation of funds for the purpose of 
land acquisition, in partnership with local land trusts.

II. The Development of an Okanagan wildlife connectivity 
corridor stewardship initiative.

III. When possible, facilitate the development of trails, 
recreation opportunities, and community spaces within 
the wildlife corridor areas.



Ensure Legal Protection and Acquisition of Corridor Areas
Timeline:
• NEDPA Inclusion: 12-24 months
• Land Acquisition: 1-5+ years
Cost:
• NEDPA Inclusion: CAD $30,000 - $60,000
• Land Acquisition: CAD $500,000 - $2,000,000+ (initial 

acquisitions)

Launch a Stewardship Program
Timeline:
• Initial setup and launch: 6-12 months
• Ongoing thereafter
Cost:
• Initial: CAD $20,000 - $40,000
• Ongoing: Dependent on event scale and 

material distribution.

Funding and Resources Acquisition  Timeline: 
• 7-15 months for each funding cycle 
Cost: 
• CAD $5,500 - $23,000 per funding cycle 

Final Implementation 
Timeline: 
• Continuous, 10+ years 
Cost: 
• Preparation and Permits: CAD $10,000 - $50,000 
• Physical Implementation: Variable, potentially ranging from CAD $100,000 to several million dollars 
• Monitoring and Adaptation: CAD $20,000 - $100,000 annually 
• Long-term Management and Maintenance: Varies greatly, estimated at CAD $10,000 - $50,000 annually





Conclusion

Examples from across the globe show us that projects 
like this can be successful!

- Urban sustainability planning in Curitiba, Brazil
- Los Angeles Wildlife Corridors

This corridor will foster a deeper connection to 
nature, enriching our community, and enhancing 
recreational opportunities

It leads to a more resilient, vibrant, and inclusive 
environment where both humans and wildlife thrive 
together. 

This path will lead us to a brighter, more sustainable 
future for Lake Country, where the benefits of our 
collective efforts are communal, enduring, and 
shared by all.



Questions?



Research proposal alternative

I.

As an option, to further elucidate our methods, approach, and areas of consideration, we could alternatively 
propose the "Corridor Country" research project, with a 12-month execution schedule. This can better define 
the strategies, locations and interventions, considering local surveys and city resources by providing 
interaction of government managers and UBC researchers.

Considering the research structure of other projects, this is a preliminary expenditure for 12 months: 

• Project management - $36000
• Ph. D. students - $50000
• Master's students - $38000
• Travel - $15000
• Software/web development - $42000
• Communications - $8000
• Materials and supplies - $4000
• Workshop with city council and contractors - $10000
• UBC partner staff time - $70000

Total funding needed - $273000 



I.


