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Land Acknowledgement
• UBC Point Grey Campus 

is on traditional, 
ancestral, unceded 
Musqueam Territory

• Where are you?
native-land.ca

• Create your own land 
acknowledgements 
through UBC HR Course 
Respect, Sincerity and 
Responsibility: Land 
Acknowledgements @ 
UBC 



Objectives

By the end of the session, you will be able to:
• Explain the purpose and benefits of a learner-centered

and inclusive (LCI) syllabus, from both student and
instructor perspectives.

• Critically discuss elements of a LCI syllabus.  
• Identify strategies for consideration when developing a 

LCI syllabus.
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• Welcome & Introductions
• UBC syllabus template
• Characteristics, benefits and examples of a LCI syllabus
• Breakout rooms: share & discuss LCI syllabus practices
• Process of revising into a LCI syllabus
• Debrief & wrap up
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Agenda



Getting to know 
you…a few quick 
polls. 

Photo by Gustavo Fring from Pexels

https://www.pexels.com/@gustavo-fring?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/young-women-in-medical-masks-greeting-each-other-on-city-street-4127431/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels


Share your thoughts in 
the chat 

Consider why the syllabus is important



UBC Guidance: Senate Policy V-130 
Content & Distribution of Course Syllabi

• When: Effective August 2019

• Why: To ensure consistent practices of distribution & elements in syllabi

• What: Does not impose a template (but provides one); provides
guidance on what to include – lots of flexibility in language & look

• Where to access: 

• https://senate.ubc.ca/policies-resources-support-student-success

• https://senate.ubc.ca/sites/senate.ubc.ca/files/downloads/Policy-
20190207-V-130-Syllabus.pdf

https://senate.ubc.ca/policies-resources-support-student-success
https://senate.ubc.ca/sites/senate.ubc.ca/files/downloads/Policy-20190207-V-130-Syllabus.pdf


Characteristics & Benefits 
of a Learner-Centered 
and Inclusive Syllabus 



A learner-centered syllabus requires that you
shift from what you, the instructor, are going
to cover in your course to a concern for what
information and tools you can provide to your
students to promote learning and intellectual
development.

Ref: Diamond, R. M. (1997). "Foreword" in Grunert, J., The Course Syllabus, Bolton, MA: Anker Publishing Company, Inc.

August 28, 2017 9



• Focuses on the needs of the students as they relate to their
learning process

• Emphasis shifts from “What are we going to cover?” to “How 
can the course promote learning and intellectual development in 
students?”

• Views learning as a partnership between instructor(s) and students
• Aims to foster a learning community where students learn from 

instructors and peers, and instructors learn from students.  
• Encouraging, not punishing tone 
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Reference: Bart, M. A learner-centered syllabus helps set the tone for learning. Retrieved from:
http://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/effective-classroom-management/a-learner-centered-syllabus-helps-set-the-tone-for-learning/

Learner-Centered Syllabus

http://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/effective-classroom-management/a-learner-centered-syllabus-helps-set-the-tone-for-learning/


Instructors include information such as:
• Rationale for course objectives and assignments
• Strategies for how to tackle certain projects, assignments

• Warning of potential pitfalls
• Shared and explicit expectations (students and instructor)
• Student options for deadlines and/or assignments
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Reference: Bart, M. A learner-centered syllabus helps set the tone for learning. Retrieved from:
http://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/effective-classroom-management/a-learner-centered-syllabus-helps-set-the-tone-for-learning/

Facilitate academic success of students

http://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/effective-classroom-management/a-learner-centered-syllabus-helps-set-the-tone-for-learning/


Characteristics of a LCI syllabus:
Establishes a connection with students.
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Source: Gail Hammond: UBC, Faculty of Land & Food Sources, FNH 250, Summer 2021
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Characteristics of a LCI syllabus:
Sets the tone: creates a sense of belonging in the course.

Source: Gail Hammond: UBC, Faculty of Land & Food Sources, FNH 250, Summer 2021



Characteristics of a LCI syllabus:
Acquaints students with the structure of the course: 

we are partners working together.
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Source: Gail Hammond: UBC, Faculty of Land & Food Sources, FNH 250, Summer 2021



Characteristics of a LCI syllabus:
Describes students’ responsibilities for success.
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Source: Gail Hammond: UBC, Faculty of Land & Food Sources, FNH 250, Summer 2021



• Emphasizes the importance of acknowledging and valuing
diversity of experiences & identities that instructors and
students bring to the classroom

• Supports student’s sense of belonging in the course
• Increased motivation & engagement
• Supports student wellbeing
• Increased student success & retention

UBC STUDENT DIVERSITY INITIATIVE

Inclusive Syllabus



Land Acknowledgements

• I acknowledge that the UBC Vancouver campus is situated 
within the traditional, ancestral and unceded territory of the 
xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam).

• I respectfully acknowledge the Syilx Okanagan Nation and 
their peoples, in whose traditional, ancestral, unceded 
territory UBC Okanagan is situated.

Indigenous Peoples: Language Guidelines (2021 version): 
http://assets.brand.ubc.ca/downloads/ubc_indigenous_peoples_language_guide.pdf
*Recommend personalizing the acknowledgement to you and your course.

http://assets.brand.ubc.ca/downloads/ubc_indigenous_peoples_language_guide.pdf


Equity & Diversity Statements

h"ps://www.brown.edu/sheridan/teaching-learning-resources/inclusive-teaching/statements



Wellness Statements

h"ps://www.brown.edu/sheridan/teaching-learning-resources/inclusive-teaching/statements



Small Group Discussion (15 mins)

In breakout rooms of 3-4 people, share ideas with one 
another on these LCI characteristics and strategies: 

• Share what you already do on your syllabus that aligns 
with learner-centred and inclusive characteristics.  

• Describe any changes you are inspired to make on your 
syllabus/course design.  

• Discuss how you want the students to get to know you 
before they even meet you (time permitting)
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BEFORE & AFTER: It’s a Process!
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Has anything changed 
for you about why a 
syllabus is important?

Reconsider why the syllabus is important



Enter 3 words that best 
describe a LCI syllabus to you

Go to… 
www.menti.com
Enter the code:
1523 3414

Enter up to 3 words

http://www.menti.com/




Questions? Get in touch!
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gail.hammond@ubc.ca susan.hampton@ubc.ca

mailto:gail.hammond@ubc.ca
mailto:susan.hampton@ubc.ca


Resources 
A Learner-Centered Syllabus Helps Set the Tone for Learning (Bart, 2015; Faculty Focus ArEcle). A short arEcle, 
with good examples, on the learner-centered syllabus:
h"p://www.facultyfocus.com/arEcles/effecEve-classroom-management/a-learner-centered-syllabus-helps-set-
the-tone-for-learning/

Inclusive Teaching @ UBC. This website contains resources for faculty members on diversity and inclusion within 
the classroom: h"ps://inclusiveteaching.ctlt.ubc.ca/resources/resources-for-faculty/

O’Brien, J.G., Mills, B.J. and Cohen, M.W. (1997). The Course Syllabus: A learning-centred approach. San 
Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass. 

Sheridan Centre for Teaching and Learning @ Brown University. This webpage includes some sample Diversity & 
Inclusion syllabus statements: h"ps://www.brown.edu/sheridan/teaching-learning-resources/inclusive-
teaching/statements

Syllabus Best PracFces (IOWA State University)
Concise list of elements in a learner-centered syllabus:  
h"p://www.celt.iastate.edu/teaching/preparing-to-teach/how-to-create-an-effecEve-syllabus
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http://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/effective-classroom-management/a-learner-centered-syllabus-helps-set-the-tone-for-learning/
https://inclusiveteaching.ctlt.ubc.ca/resources/resources-for-faculty/
https://www.brown.edu/sheridan/teaching-learning-resources/inclusive-teaching/statements
http://www.celt.iastate.edu/teaching/preparing-to-teach/how-to-create-an-effective-syllabus


Tulane University’s Accessible Syllabus: The Accessible Syllabus is an interesEng project at Tulane University 
dedicated to “helping instructors build a syllabus that plans for diverse student abiliEes and promotes an 
atmosphere in which students feel comfortable discussing their unique abiliEes”. The site provides advice on 
images, language and policies you might include in your syllabus. There are also some examples of redesigned 
syllabi:  h"ps://www.accessiblesyllabus.com/

UBC Indigenous Peoples: Language Guidelines, 2021: 
h"p://assets.brand.ubc.ca/downloads/ubc_indigenous_peoples_language_guide.pdf

UBC Vancouver Senate Policy V-130: Content & DistribuFon of Course Syllabi:
h"ps://senate.ubc.ca/sites/senate.ubc.ca/files/downloads/Policy-20190207-V-130-Syllabus.pdf
• UBC Course Syllabus Template and Example: 

h"p://senate.ubc.ca/sites/senate.ubc.ca/files/downloads/va_H_Syllabus_Template_Example.pdf
• InstrucEons for using the Course Syllabus Template: h"ps://wiki.ubc.ca/File:Ubc-course-syllabus-

template.docx

UBC Wiki: How to make your syllabus more learner-centred (includes examples): 
h"ps://wiki.ubc.ca/DocumentaEon:Inclusive_Teaching/Learner_Centered_Syllabus

Resources 
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https://www.accessiblesyllabus.com/
http://assets.brand.ubc.ca/downloads/ubc_indigenous_peoples_language_guide.pdf
https://senate.ubc.ca/sites/senate.ubc.ca/files/downloads/Policy-20190207-V-130-Syllabus.pdf
http://senate.ubc.ca/sites/senate.ubc.ca/files/downloads/va_H_Syllabus_Template_Example.pdf
https://wiki.ubc.ca/File:Ubc-course-syllabus-template.docx
https://wiki.ubc.ca/Documentation:Inclusive_Teaching/Learner_Centered_Syllabus

