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What Does 
“Open”    
Mean?



Open education encompasses a set of practices that 
make the process and products of education more 
transparent, understandable, and available to all 
people. Open education can mean using and 
sharing open content, resources, and pedagogies 
that can be built on, modified, or re-used by others. 



What role do open technologies serve?

“Open education is not limited to just open educational 
resources. It also draws upon open technologies that 
facilitate collaborative, flexible learning and the open 
sharing of teaching practices that empower educators to 
benefit from the best ideas of their colleagues.”

Cape Town Open Education Declaration, 2007

http://www.capetowndeclaration.org/


Open Educational Resources (OER) are 
teaching and learning resources, including 
full courses, course materials, textbooks, 
streaming videos, tests, software, and any 
other tools, materials, or techniques that are 
free of cost and access barriers, and which 
also carry legal permission that allows anyone 
to freely use, adapt and share the 
resource—anytime, anywhere”

(SPARC, n.d; Hewlett Foundation, n.d). 

-OER Commons

These include: open textbooks, lesson plans, videos, handouts, 
games, simulations, activities….

https://sparcopen.org/open-education/
https://hewlett.org/strategy/open-educational-resources/
https://www.oercommons.org/about#about-open-educational-resources
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UBC Institutional priorities

●
○

●
○

● OER Fund - aims to support affordable and inclusive access to learning materials through 
the use open educational resources in UBC credit courses. At launch, UBCV committed 
$1-million over a four-year period to support OER initiatives. 



Question: 

Have you ever created an open 
resource? How do you know that it is 

open? 



Retain
 Reuse 
 Revise 
 Remix  
Redistribute 

5 R’s
Of Open Content

David Wiley, Defining the "Open" in Open Content and Open Educational Resources



Creative Commons 
(CC) licenses 

provide advance 
permission to use 

copyrighted 
material under 

certain conditions.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/kalexanderson/8137851710/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/kalexanderson/




Benefits of OER



71%
Of UBC Students reported they went 
without a textbook or other course 
resource due to cost

 



Jhangiani, R. S., Pitt, R., 
Hendricks, C., Key, J., & 
Lalonde, C. (2016). 
Exploring faculty use of 
open educational 
resources at British 
Columbia 
post-secondary 
institutions. Victoria, BC: 
BCcampus.



“Vast majority of survey respondents perceived the open 
textbook to be of the same or better quality than 
commercial textbooks used in their other courses. 
Further, many of them appreciated the fact that the 
textbook was customized to this particular course—which 
is made possible by the use of a textbook with an open 
license.”

Hendricks, C., Reinsberg, S,. and Rieger, G. (2017). The Adoption of an Open Textbook in a Large Physics Course: 
An Analysis of Cost, Outcomes, Use, and Perceptions. International Review of Research in Open and Distributed 

Learning.  Retrieved from http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/3006/4220:

http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/3006/4220


Finding OER





https://open.bccampus.ca

https://open.bccampus.ca/


UBC Library
guides.library.ubc.ca/open_education

Open UBC
open.ubc.ca 

BC Open Textbook Initiative
open.bccampus.ca

http://guides.library.ubc.ca/open_education
http://open.ubc.ca/
https://bccampus.ca/


Open Pedagogy



Open pedagogy could be considered as a 
blend of strategies, technologies, and 
networked communities that make the 
process and products of education more 
transparent, understandable, and 
available to all the people involved.

 

 Tom Woodward in an excerpt from an interview in Campus Technology

http://altlab.vcu.edu/team-members/tom-woodward/
https://campustechnology.com/articles/2014/11/12/open-pedagogy-connection-community-and-transparency.aspx


Quotes about open pedagogy:

▪ “the ability for learners to shape and take ownership of their own 
education” (Devon Ritter)

▪ “connect with a broader, global community” (Tannis Morgan)

▪ “teacher as ‘the’ authority vs. students being able to bring other 
sources of authority” (Jim Luke)

▪ “a social justice orientation – caring about equity, with openness 
as one way to achieve this” (Maha Bali)

Compiled by Christina Hendricks

https://www.yearofopen.org/april-open-perspective-what-is-open-pedagogy/
https://homonym.ca/uncategorized/reflections-on-oer17-from-beyond-content-to-open-pedagogy/
https://econproph.com/2017/04/23/whats-open-are-oer-necessary/
https://www.yearofopen.org/april-open-perspective-what-is-open-pedagogy/


OER-enabled pedagogy

“the set of teaching and learning practices 
that are only possible or practical in the 
context of the 5R permissions which are 
characteristic of OER.”

-- Wiley & Hilton (2018)

http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/3601/4724




We are often asking students to do work just to show us that they 
can do it. I wanted them to do something that had genuine value, 
and not just this makeup exercise they perform just to show 
[professors] they know how to do things.

-Dr. Rosie Redfield, UBC Zoology

“



Questions to Consider:
● Are students asked to create new artifacts or 

revise/remix existing [ones]?
● Does the new artifact have value beyond supporting 

the learning of its author?
● Are students invited to publicly share their new 

artifacts or revised/remixed OER? 
● Are students invited to openly license their new 

artifacts or revised/remixed OER?

- Wiley & Hilton (2018)

http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/3601/4724


UBC Case Studies
● MET students work and generate ideas on technology.

● Forestry students create a multilingual dictionary

● Physics students create course learning resources 

● Latin American Studies students create and share videos

● MET students Create Knowledge Repository. 

● Forestry students create conservation case studies

● English students add Canadian literature to Wikipedia.

https://virtual.educ.ubc.ca/wp/etec522/
https://wiki.ubc.ca/Documentation:MFD
http://blogs.ubc.ca/phys101/submission/standing-waves-on-a-string-3/
https://last100.arts.ubc.ca/category/video/student-video/
http://etec.ctlt.ubc.ca/510wiki/Main_Page
https://wiki.ubc.ca/Course:CONS200
http://cases.open.ubc.ca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sub_Rosa_(novel)


Motivation/Engagement

● Contribution to public knowledge
● Creator vs. consumer
● Learn from others with expertise
● Learning through creating generates immediate 

(almost) feedback
● Transform/Disrupts the student-instructor dynamic



What are the challenges/barriers 
to using such an approach?

What impact do you think such as shift would have 
on learning outcomes?



What are we asking 
students to do when 
they are working in 
the open?

Image: 
UCSB's Art, Design, and Architecture Museum Club work 
on wiki - Samantha (Wiki Ed)  CC-BY-SA

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:UCSB%27s_Art,_Design,_and_Architecture_Museum_Club_work_on_wiki_markup..jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:UCSB%27s_Art,_Design,_and_Architecture_Museum_Club_work_on_wiki_markup..jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Samantha_(Wiki_Ed)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Samantha_(Wiki_Ed)


Students are:

● Opening their ideas up to public scrutiny - this is a bit scary for 
most of us but doing so usually means it pushes us to a higher 
standard of work.

● Learning to see themselves as contributors to knowledge - 
beginning to see themselves as emerging scholars. 

● Building digital literacies



Student Privacy and Intellectual Property

Provide choices to students:

● publishing with a pseudonym
● publishing in a way that only other people in 

that class can see their work
● submitting only to the instructor or T.A.
● publishing publicly with or without an open 

license



We use “open” as though it is free of ideology, 
ignoring how much “openness,” particularly as it’s 
used by technologists, is closely intertwined with 
“meritocracy” — this notion, a false one, that 
“open” wipes away inequalities, institutions, 
biases, history, that “open” “levels the playing 
field.”

-Audrey Watters, From Open to Justice, 2014

http://hackeducation.com/2014/11/16/from-open-to-justice


https://open.ubc.ca/oer-fund/

https://open.ubc.ca/oer-fund/


By Atelier Disko, Hamburg und 
Berlin - Mapping OER - 
Bildungsmaterialien gemeinsam 
gestalten, CC BY 4.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/in
dex.php?curid=44529774

Thank you!

Ian Linkletter, ETS, 
Will Engle, CTLT, will.engle@ubc.ca

Graphics Credit:  Atelier Disko, Hamburg und Berlin - 
Shared at Wikimedia Commons: Mapping OER - 
Bildungsmaterialien gemeinsam gestalten, CC BY 4.0 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Mapping_OER_-_Bildungsmaterialien_gemeinsam_gestalten
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Mapping_OER_-_Bildungsmaterialien_gemeinsam_gestalten

