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Images of the Past Worksheet
Film:
Cinematic Codes
Work with a partner. Circle your answers & provide an example.
	Cinematic Realism
	Linear Plot Structure
	Heroic Perspective
	Visual & Audio Techniques
	Use of Detail

	Realistic/

Altered/Fake
Notes:


	Happy end/

neutral end/
it’scomplicated

	Complex character/Developing/ Reductionist

	Realistic

/Manipulative/ 
Fake


	Too much/
About right/ Insuffient



Early Finishers

With your partner, discuss the following:
1. Poyntz notes that by making an audience “feel as if we can understand an event”, a historical  film may detract from the “distinctiveness” of that history.  Agree or disagree? Discuss.
2. Poyntz says in viewing films “when movies work, we tend to forget the whole enterprise is constructed.” Agree or Disagree? Discuss.

3. Interrogate other reasons why you like a film, even if it’s not particularly historically accurate.

4. How do you think movies can best be used to understand history?

Images of the Past Worksheet
The Big Six

Work with a partner. Circle your answers & provide an example.
	Historical
Significance
	Evidence & Interpretation
	Continutity & Change
	Cause & Consequence
	Historical Perspective
	Moral Judgement

	Is this signigicant enough to justify the making of the film? 

How has the film influenced our perception of the events’ historical significance?


	How much should we accept/reject?

How much is modified?


	Is the film visibly influenced by the present? 
	How have decisions & outcomes been portrayed? Whom is this accurate for?
	How do the characters relate to their own set of values? 
	Has the film overly manipulated emotions, individual roles, or an underlying theme?


We reccomend:

· Use clips as hooks

· Scaffold full-length films with ample background & skills applications
· Practice critical media literacy with students when viewing clips

· Notice the difference between mass market & documentary cinema

· Have fun!
Recommended print size 11” x 14” legal paper to allow more room for writing.
This table  has been adapted by Vittorio Coletta and Phaidra Ruck from  Stuart Poyntz, “Images of the Past: Using Film to Teach History”, in The Anthology of Social Studies, Vol. 2, Edited by Roland Case and Penney Clark, Pacific Education Press, Vancouver, Canada, 2008.

