
Can I Use This?
OER and Copyright 
in Teaching and Learning 

Content in this slide deck is 
made available under a 
CC-BY license unless stated 
otherwise.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


UBC Point Grey Campus is on 

traditional, ancestral, unceded 

Musqueam Territory. 

You can this resource to 

discover the Indigenous 

territories you reside on: 

native-land.ca

Photo: Musqueam Post, sʔi:ɬqəy̓ qeqən 
(double-headed serpent post), on the 
UBCV Campus
 Photo by UBC Brand and Marketing



We hope you will leave this session with: 

• Considerations of UBC’s Copyright Context for teaching and 
learning

• An introduction to what makes an educational resource 
“Open” 

• Considerations of the practicalities working with other 
people’s content

• Information on support available at UBC



All original content in 
this presentation is 
licensed under a CC-BY 
license, for borrowed 
works, please refer to 
attribution statements

CC-BY, Creative Commons, CC-BY

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Contact Me
Copyright

Copyright.ubc.ca

● Fair Dealing Analysis
● Course Materials Review
● General Copyright Support and Referral

Scholarly Communications

Scholcomm.ubc.ca

● Open Access Publishing
● Author Rights
● Predatory Publishing
● Open Scholarship

Stephanie Savage

Scholarly Communications and                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Copyright Services Librarian

604-827-1790
stephanie.savage@ubc.ca



What are you hoping to get out of this session?



Users

Vincent van Gogh, 1888 - Public Domain, Retrieved From 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art

Basics for using 
copyright-protected 
materials

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/436530?sortBy=Relevance&amp;when=A.D.+1800-1900&amp;where=Europe&amp;what=Paintings&amp;ft=*&amp;offset=20&amp;rpp=20&amp;pos=27


Identifying the Audience
Classroom Use?

EdTech Stanford University School of Medicine- CC-BY-NC-ND, 
Retrieved from FLICKR

Open Distribution?

Nasa, Public Domain, Retrieved from Nasa Image and Video Library

https://www.flickr.com/photos/stanfordedtech/4455074157/in/photolist-7MFqkp-5X6UYV-f2qPrM-7vtWrQ-eViKUa-oYKGVZ-8rgyjT-emd1Af-5buD5b-4SUnNR-7PoKmi-9QgEK8-aqhUPm-ksttFp-8nyaAu-7pQSQ-5CtDgT-8NPuzS-5J7YvJ-4gwFid-8AqGRN-ddPhGx-8rrNvK-mZsLbq-kui1rb-aj4ceb-79Ufej-bewmPx-mYtMNg-HwbM1-pFJ3ky-7bthAB-37ExsJ-oaCu2r-996dtm-f2F63G-7QEsv5-f2F8dj-8bmuUX-5Jbise-8ErtLJ-851kvd-5mWHUX-dVPs1x-Nz84Ek-diHtdy-mWsDCc-d6Yrps-Nz7Zvi-aj1AZt
https://images.nasa.gov/details-PIA18033.html


Exceptions to Copyright

Fair Dealing Educational Exceptions 

Must be for an allowable purpose An additional set of exceptions for 
educational institutions

Is less likely to be applicable in an open 
environment

Are less likely to be applicable in an open 
environment



Copyright is hard!
• Hyperlinking and embedding is OK
• Using UBC licensed material (in the 

classroom) is OK
• Using openly licensed work is OK
• Using anything in the public 

domain is OK

LaurMG, CC-BY-SA, Retrieved from Wikimedia Commons 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Frustrated_man_at_a_desk_(cropped).jpg


Public Domain

Retrieved From Wikipedia - used for an educational purpose Retrieved from Spy Museum - used for an educational 
purpose

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pride_and_Prejudice_and_Zombies#/media/File:PrideandPrejudiceandZombiesCover.jpg
https://www.spymuseum.org/files/resources/bond_books.jpg


Asking Permission

When in doubt, consider 
asking for permission



Creators

Basics for creators of 
copyright-protected 
materials

Marguerite Gerard, circa 1790 - Public Domain, Retrieved From Wikimedia Commons 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Marguerite_G%C3%A9rard_-_Painter_when_painting_a_portrait_of_a_lute_player.jpg


Who owns the Rights?

Faculty Work Student Work Staff Work

Retain copyright in their work

Policy 88 (Inventions and 
Discoveries)

Policy 81 (Use of Teaching 
Materials in UBC Credit 
Courses)

Retain copyright in their 
student work

Theses and dissertations are 
required to be openly 
disseminated

Student employees likely do 
not retain copyright

Operate under the “work for 
hire” provision

Do not retain copyright in 
their work



Using Student Work

When in doubt, consider 
asking for permission



Where Policy 
ends and Risk 

begins

The Next Rembrandt, used for an educational purpose, 
Retrieved from https://www.nextrembrandt.com/ 

https://www.nextrembrandt.com/


So, what’s ~always OK to use?

• your own work
• material in which copyright cannot exist
• material in which copyright no longer exists
• Government of Canada* works
• hyperlinks (and embed codes)
• openly licensed works



What Does 
“Open”    
Mean?



Open like a Museum

A Day at the Museum 2, Flickr photo shared by Robert Couse-Baker, licensed 
CC-BY 2.0

https://secure.flickr.com/photos/29233640@N07/12859616113
https://secure.flickr.com/photos/29233640@N07/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


Open educational resources are educational 
materials (e.g., course textbooks, research articles, 
videos, assessments, simulations, etc.) that are 
either (a) licensed under an open copyright license 
(e.g., Creative Commons) or (b) in the public domain.   
Wiley & Green, 2012



Retain

 Reuse 

 Revise 

 Remix  

Redistribute 

5 R’s

David Wiley, Defining the "Open" in Open Content and Open Educational Resources



Creative Commons 
(CC) licenses 

provide advance 
permission to use 

copyrighted 
material under 

certain conditions.

"Creative Commons" (CC BY 2.0) by Kalexanderson

https://www.flickr.com/photos/kalexanderson/8137851710/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/kalexanderson/






T = Title
A = Author 
S = Source
L = Licence



Why OER?
● Lowers barriers: Saves time and money.
● Easy to circulate among an unlimited 

number of students.
● Makes it easy for instructors to provide 

meaningful, contextualized resources for 
their students.



According to the 2020 AMS Academic Experience Survey:

● $884 is the average amount UBC undergraduates spend on 
textbooks and other course resources in the past year. 

● 67% of undergraduate students reported that they went without 
a textbook or other course resource due to cost in the last year 

● 28% of undergraduates frequently or often went without 
textbooks or other course resources due to cost

Affordability of Course Resources 

https://www.ams.ubc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/2020_aes_v2.pdf


“Vast majority of survey respondents perceived the open textbook 
to be of the same or better quality than commercial textbooks 
used in their other courses. Further, many of them appreciated 
the fact that the textbook was customized to this particular 
course—which is made possible by the use of a textbook with an 
open license.”

Hendricks, C., Reinsberg, S,. and Rieger, G. (2017). The Adoption of an Open Textbook in a Large Physics Course: 
An Analysis of Cost, Outcomes, Use, and Perceptions. International Review of Research in Open and Distributed 

Learning.  Retrieved from http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/3006/4220:

http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/3006/4220


Finding OER



UBC Library
https://guides.library.ubc.ca/open-educatio
n/material-repositories

Open UBC
open.ubc.ca 

OASIS
https://oasis.geneseo.edu/

https://guides.library.ubc.ca/open-education/material-repositories
https://guides.library.ubc.ca/open-education/material-repositories
http://open.ubc.ca/
https://oasis.geneseo.edu/


Quartz Parrot



Calculus Textbook 

for Biology Students  



Author Rights Consider the rights you have in 
your own work and to what degree 
you give them up when you publish

Commonly, publication 
agreements include copyright 
transfers



Use the Syllabus Service

The Library is here to help

We will take on the copyright 
assessment and pay 
reasonable licensing costs to 
make works available 

UBC Library Communications - CC-BY-NC-ND, Retrieved From Flickr

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ubclibrary/43091701484/in/dateposted/


The UBCV OER Fund - 

The Fund has provided $650,076 in OER grant funding for 61 projects across 11 different 
faculties to support:

● The adoption, adaptation, or creation of OER which address affordability and access 
to learning resources within UBCV credit based courses;

● Course enhancements using open educational resources, including assessment 
materials.

● Activities and events that seek to engage the UBCV community in increasing 
awareness and capacity for supporting OER.

https://oerfund.open.ubc.ca/

https://oerfund.open.ubc.ca/


By Atelier Disko, Hamburg und 
Berlin - Mapping OER - 
Bildungsmaterialien gemeinsam 
gestalten, CC BY 4.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/in
dex.php?curid=44529774

Thank you!
Stephanie Savage - stephanie.savage@ubc.ca
Will Engle - will.engle@ubc.ca

Graphics Credit:  Atelier Disko, Hamburg und Berlin - 
Shared at Wikimedia Commons: Mapping OER - 
Bildungsmaterialien gemeinsam gestalten, CC BY 4.0 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Mapping_OER_-_Bildungsmaterialien_gemeinsam_gestalten
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Mapping_OER_-_Bildungsmaterialien_gemeinsam_gestalten

