
  

Title: Training New Alternative Farmers in BC: identifying what new alternative farmers should learn and 
how they should be taught.   

Abstract:  

As Canadian farmers rapidly approach retirement age, new farmer training is a pressing issue in 
Canada's agricultural sector. To support the development effective new farmer training initiatives in 
alternative agriculture, this project engaged industry experts in the development of instructional 
materials to guide farmer training initiatives in BC. To do this, we engaged a small group of alternative 
farmer operators in the province in a facilitated workshop during which participants identified the key 
duties and tasks associated with their occupation. These results were then validated via a questionnaire 
that was distributed to a larger population of alternative farmers in BC. The results of this workshop and 
questionnaire will be used to create instructional materials to guide new farmer training initiatives in 
alternative agriculture across the province. 
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