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We hope you will leave this session 
with: 

● A rationale for using open assignments in 
your class

● Reflections on different types of student 
projects that the UBC Wiki and UBC Blogs 
can enable

● Considerations when asking students to 
engage in open assignments

● Where to get help and support



Why Open Assignments



Open pedagogy could be considered as a 
blend of strategies, technologies, and 
networked communities that make the 
process and products of education more 
transparent, understandable, and 
available to all the people involved.

 

 Tom Woodward in an excerpt from an interview in Campus Technology

http://altlab.vcu.edu/team-members/tom-woodward/
https://campustechnology.com/articles/2014/11/12/open-pedagogy-connection-community-and-transparency.aspx


Quotes about open pedagogy:

▪ “the ability for learners to shape and take ownership of their own 
education” (Devon Ritter)

▪ “connect with a broader, global community” (Tannis Morgan)

▪ “a social justice orientation – caring about equity, with openness 
as one way to achieve this” (Maha Bali)

Compiled by Christina Hendricks

https://www.yearofopen.org/april-open-perspective-what-is-open-pedagogy/
https://homonym.ca/uncategorized/reflections-on-oer17-from-beyond-content-to-open-pedagogy/
https://www.yearofopen.org/april-open-perspective-what-is-open-pedagogy/


Hegarty’s Attributes of Open Pedagogy from: Hegarty, B. (2015) Attributes of open pedagogy: a 
model for using open educational resources Educational Technology, July-August, CC-BY 4.0

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/ca/Ed_Tech_Hegarty_2015_article_attributes_of_open_pedagogy.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/ca/Ed_Tech_Hegarty_2015_article_attributes_of_open_pedagogy.pdf
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en




We are often asking students to do work just to show us that they 
can do it. I wanted them to do something that had genuine value, 
and not just this makeup exercise they perform just to show 
[professors] they know how to do things.

-Dr. Rosie Redfield, UBC Zoology

“



Questions to Consider:
● Are students asked to create new artifacts or 

revise/remix existing OER (open educational 
resources)?

● Does the new artifact have value beyond supporting 
the learning of its author?

● Are students invited to publicly share their new 
artifacts or revised/remixed OER? 

● Are students invited to openly license their new 
artifacts or revised/remixed OER?

- Wiley & Hilton (2018)

http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/3601/4724


The UBC Wiki
https://wiki.ubc.ca



The UBC Wiki

● Collaborative knowledge building and publishing 
platform 

● Only editable by CWL users  (UBC community)
○ Shared Space for the UBC Community- guidelines 

are more flexible compared to Wikipedia.
● Anyone can view articles - public

http://wiki.ubc.ca



UBC Wiki Project Examples:FNH200
https://wiki.ubc.ca/Course:FNH200

https://wiki.ubc.ca/Course:FNH200


UBC Wiki Project Examples: CONS 200

● https://wiki.ubc.ca/Course:CONS370
● https://cases.open.ubc.ca/

https://wiki.ubc.ca/Course:CONS370
https://cases.open.ubc.ca/


UBC Wiki Project Examples: ESA

● UBC ANTH302A
Ethnography of South Asia
Pandemic Experiences Knowledgebase

https://wiki.ubc.ca/Documentation:Ethnography_of_South_Asia
https://wiki.ubc.ca/Documentation:Ethnography_of_South_Asia
https://wiki.ubc.ca/Documentation:Ethnography_of_South_Asia
https://wiki.ubc.ca/Documentation:Ethnography_of_South_Asia


TORTS 
https://wiki.ubc.ca/Documentation
:Torts

https://wiki.ubc.ca/Documentation:Torts
https://wiki.ubc.ca/Documentation:Torts


Math Exam Resources  
https://wiki.ubc.ca/S
cience:Math_Exam
_Resources/Course
s/MATH101/April_2
018/Question_01_(i
)

https://wiki.ubc.ca/Science:Math_Exam_Resources/Courses/MATH101/April_2018/Question_01_(i)
https://wiki.ubc.ca/Science:Math_Exam_Resources/Courses/MATH101/April_2018/Question_01_(i)
https://wiki.ubc.ca/Science:Math_Exam_Resources/Courses/MATH101/April_2018/Question_01_(i)
https://wiki.ubc.ca/Science:Math_Exam_Resources/Courses/MATH101/April_2018/Question_01_(i)
https://wiki.ubc.ca/Science:Math_Exam_Resources/Courses/MATH101/April_2018/Question_01_(i)
https://wiki.ubc.ca/Science:Math_Exam_Resources/Courses/MATH101/April_2018/Question_01_(i)


UBC Wiki Project Examples: APBI200

● https://wiki.ubc.ca/Cour
se:APBI200

https://wiki.ubc.ca/Course:APBI200
https://wiki.ubc.ca/Course:APBI200


UBC Blogs
https://wiki.ubc.ca



● Built on WordPress 
● Available for any CWL user 
● Website creation tool 
● More control on who can edit the page

http://blogs.ubc.ca

The UBC Blogs



Blogs Examples
https://blogs.ubc.ca/etec523/

https://blogs.ubc.ca/etec523/


Blogs Examples
https://rmst202.arts.ubc.ca/blogs/

Students writing on a topic

https://rmst202.arts.ubc.ca/blogs/


ePortfolio

https://blogs.ubc.ca/lks590eportfolio/
https://blogs.ubc.ca/nicoleleekauer/

https://blogs.ubc.ca/emmalcunningham/

https://blogs.ubc.ca/lks590eportfolio
https://blogs.ubc.ca/nicoleleekauer/
https://blogs.ubc.ca/emmalcunningham/




Grade the open project using Speedgrader in Canvas



Outcomes
● Quality of work went up significantly

● Viewing went from dozens to thousands

● Students learn open culture, wiki editing, keep their work

● Contribution to public knowledge, can easily be republished and 
remixed 

● Increased interactions with local and global community 



  Students as Scholars:
“A page on the Flathead 
Valley - a forest of the 
Ktunaxa Peoples of Canada 
and Kootenai People of the 
United States by a 
TransforM student led a 
researcher with shared 
interests to reach out to her 
to continue the 
conversation.”



Considerations



“Risk is ever-present with open pedagogy, from the platforms that we utilize that mine 
and monetize our intellectual labour and the digital footprints that we require our 
students to leave in the course of their education to the open sharing of unpolished 
ideas and practices that leave us exposed and open to criticism and judgment. Open 
pedagogy involves vulnerabilities and risks that are not distributed evenly and that 
should not be ignored or glossed over. These risks are substantially higher for women, 
students and scholars of colour, precarious faculty, and many other groups and voices 
that are marginalized by the academy.” 

-Rajiv Jhangiani, Ph.D. - 5Rs for Open Pedagogy

Risk

https://thatpsychprof.com/5rs-for-open-pedagogy/


Privacy/Copyright Consideration
Everything on UBC Wiki is publicly viewable and searchable (images, discussions,sandbox) Which 
means:

● Let your students know that they are submitting their assignment in an, online space
○ consider alternative assignments for students who are not comfortable with contributing their 

work to public space. 

● Don’t require students to post any personal information such as:
■ Student number,  CWL, phone no, first name and last name ,personal email address etc. 

More info on https://wiki.ubc.ca/Help:Privacy

● Students own the copyright to their own work!
○ You must have permission from them to reuse their work. 

https://wiki.ubc.ca/Help:Privacy


Student Motivation

● How does the wiki project align with the goals and 
learning outcome for the course? How have you 
articulated that alignment?

● Do students have agency in the assignment? 

● Do they feel supported? 



Get Help!

Resources:

https://wiki.ubc.ca/Help:Contents

Email Support:

● LT Hub (lt.hub@ubc.ca)
● Will Engle (will.engle@ubc.ca)
● Rie Namba (rie.namba@ubc.ca)

https://wiki.ubc.ca/Help:Contents
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Thank You!

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Mapping_OER_-_Bildungsmaterialien_gemeinsam_gestalten
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Mapping_OER_-_Bildungsmaterialien_gemeinsam_gestalten

