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Title of Module: ___Critical Thinking___________________________________
Description:

In this module, we examine the notion of ‘cognitive presence’, and consider ways in which online facilitators can assist learners and promote critical thinking.

Finally, we consider the challenge of assessing critical thinking and learners’ work in online discussion forums, and examine the utility of assessment rubrics.

Level (all that apply): 

      
Experienced Faculty  __X_       New Faculty __X_      TA       _    
Relationship to Effective Practice (all that apply):

Planning appropriately___X   Consideration of group/individual learning needs _X__    Interaction/engagement           Anticipatory/responsive course management  __X_   Using technology appropriately  ___    

Reflection/improvement/informed innovation  __X_

Design Checklist

	
	Yes
	Needs Work
	No
	Comments

	Table of contents.
	
	X
	
	Introduction/Overview

Critical Thinking Processes

Cognitive Presence 

Assessing Critical Thinking



	Module Introduction 
	X
	
	
	

	Readings and Additional Resources defined?
	X
	
	
	May also want to include a reference to new work on Bloom’s taxonomy (in reference to higher order thinking skills).

	Supporting Tools in Vista defined?


	
	
	X
	This should reside in Vista environment.  Use of discussion tool is required for activities.



	Learning/Module Objectives: clearly defined?
	X
	
	
	However, these are not measurable objectives with outcomes. If we want to model learning objectives – we should set clear outcomes from a learning perspective.



	Examples: clear, useful, relevant, stand alone?
	
	X
	
	

	Practice Activities: related to UBC context?


	X
	
	
	Suggestions for discipline specific/content specific activities?



	Relevance across disciplines?


	X
	
	
	

	Consistency in voice, tone, terminology?


	X
	
	
	

	Visual Indicators (icons) consistently applied?
	
	X
	
	We need a strategy for this on the wiki (eventually) and a strategy for this on WebCT.

	Additional media suggested?  


	X
	
	
	Interviews with faculty/ students. How do you know when you are really learning?  How do you gather evidence of students’ critical thinking?

Graphics to represent presences.

	Essential content missing in this module?


	
	X
	
	Expand on presence – other kinds of presences besides Cognitive – equally important to learning.




What would you consider to be essential content?

Garrison and Anderson Teaching Presences

Critical thinking rubric

Bloom’s Taxonomy.

What could be “further learning”?  Applications to demonstrate higher order thinking skills. (examples), planning resources (instructional design resources)

How might student voice be included?  Videoclips from U.Stream.

Other issues to be considered concerning this unit?

