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Introduction 

Gender Identity Disorder, formerly defined as gender dysphoria and transsexualism, is the phenomenon experienced by individuals who “experience an irreconcilable discrepancy between the biological sex they were born with and the opposite biological sex they feel they belong to.” (Smith, van Goozen, & Cohen-Kettenis, 2001). The sexual identity of an individual includes predetermines and directs socialization roles and expectations and are primarily determined at birth.  Current trends operate towards orienting an individual to coincide with the physical expression of genitalia. The experienced discrepancy of an individual’s ‘assigned gender role’ and the internal sense and desire to assume the role of other gender is not well understood.    Advances in modern medicine can provide the opportunity for gender reassignment through surgical and hormonal treatments.  This position paper discusses the merits, disadvantages and other considerations for gender reassignment surgery during adolescence.
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