
Digital Tattoo – University Curriculum

Audience: University students/job seekers

Course: Working online and owning your online work

Themes: Authorship and Ownership

Learning outcomes: 

The world of copyright has been drastically shaken by the rise of Internet 
file sharing. Learners will be brought up to date on the latest trends in 
intellectual copyright and online publishing. Learners will learn how to 
protect their creations and, conversely, how to market their creations 
successfully in the Internet publishing arena. At the end of this lesson, 
participants will have a concrete understanding of copyright, their rights and 
responsibilities as publishers, and where and how to market their academic 
and creative works.

a) What is a publisher?

b) Who owns what is on the Internet?

c) How can I protect my work and still keep it online?

d) How do I market my work when there is already so much out there?

e) What are the legal risks in publishing online?

f) What is the current status of Intellectual Property Rights online?

Activities:

# 1 – Do You Own It? Yes or No Quiz. 30 minutes.

a) I did not apply for an official copyright. Do I own it?

b) I used a screen shot of an image I found on the web and put it onto my 
website.

c) I taped a screen cast and then posted it on You Tube.



d) I took a video of some strangers playing soccer in the park and then 
posted it to You Tube.

e) I took a video of some minors playing soccer in the park and posted 
the video so the coach of the team my child plays on could view it. I 
did not ask for permission from the parents. I don’t think I need too.  

f) I used a sound clip from a popular song and put it over top of my slide 
show and then posted it on-line. Is that copyright infringement?

g) Everything on-line is copyrighted?

h) Is there a difference between an idea, and the expression of an idea?

i) Do the same rules apply outside of school as they do in school?

Answers:

a) yes. Copyright is inherent, though you may have to prove that you are the 
original creator. * Protect your work by encrypting data on photos and keep 
dated e-files of all rough work. 

b) no. Some copyright rules allow you to use images without consent 
provided that you give credit. * Discuss Creative Commons licensing here. 
Go to the Creative Commons section of the DT Publish module using the 
link provide below.

c) no. Same rules as above apply. Though, people who want to ‘share’ their 
videos tend to provide free embed codes. Chances are you are infringing 
copyright.

d) yes. If you shot it, it is your original work. People doing things in public 
space have legally waived their right to privacy provided you are not using 
the image or video of them for profit. * Explain the rules regarding privacy 
using the Digital Tattoo Privacy 101 module.

e) yes. Same as above.

f) yes. You do not own the music and most likely you do not have 
permission to use it. That being said, cases like this are rarely if ever 
prosecuted.

g) yes. But, as mentioned above, there are many different types of copyright 
– some even allow you to do whatever you want with the creation without 
credit charge. * Discuss open environment using the DT links below.



h) yes. Ideas cannot be copyrighted, only the expression of the idea. * See 
the Dan Brown case located in the intellectual copyright section of the DT 
Publish module.

i) no. Universities are much stricter on the borrowing of ideas and 
expressions than the ‘real’ world. When it comes to using copyrighted 
material without permission for teaching purposes, the academy is granted a 
lot of breathing room. News agencies are offered similar grace. Go to DT 
page, under the Connect module, Academic Honesty.

* Ask learners if they have any examples they would like to use. Once 
finished, walk them through the Intellectual Copyright examples, Dan 
Brown and J.K. Rowling.

# 2 – Read a section of this transcript and see if you can identify what is 
libelous? 20 minutes.

http://www.courts.gov.bc.ca/jdb-txt/sc/04/07/2004BCSC0754err2.htm

Facilitator will draw the group’s attention to the first two pages of the 
judgment, which contain the statements made, and the judge’s reason for 
making them. The facilitator will have to familiarize him or herself with the 
case using the three links to the ruling in the resources section. Facilitator 
will also have to familiarize her or himself with the DT page, Libel 101, 
located in the Publish section of the DT site.

# 3 – Marketing intro. Five minutes:

Briefly discuss the DT page, Freelancing 101, located in the Publish module 
of the DT site.

Resources/DT Tutorial content:

Rafe Mair wins landmark case: http://www.straight.com/article-151918/rafe-
mair-wins-landmark-case-supreme-court-canada

Rafe Mair wins libel case: http://www.canada.com/theprovince/news/
story.html?id=e485b1ab-d0a9-4434-82a1-1d4b78813925

Hate speech vs. defamation: http://www.canadianchristianity.com/
nationalupdates/080703ottawa.html

Academic Honesty: http://digitaltattoo.ubc.ca/learn/get-writing/academic-
honesty/
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Open Environment: http://digitaltattoo.ubc.ca/learn/online-learning/open-
environment/

What is a Publisher: http://digitaltattoo.ubc.ca/publish/your-work/what-is-a-
publisher/

Intellectual Copyright: http://digitaltattoo.ubc.ca/publish/your-rights/
intellectual-copyright/

Libel 101: http://digitaltattoo.ubc.ca/publish/your-rights/libel-101/

Privacy 101: http://digitaltattoo.ubc.ca/publish/your-rights/privacy-101/

Freelancing 101: http://digitaltattoo.ubc.ca/publish/your-work/
freelancing-101/

Creative Commons: http://digitaltattoo.ubc.ca/publish/your-rights/creative-
commons/
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