
Colin Bailey 
How did this happen and how could it happen again? 

 
Context: This would be part of a grade 12-history lesson. This would be the beginning of 
a unit on analyzing the significance of the holocaust. 
The students are of course expected to have previous knowledge of the holocaust, and 
Japanese internment. Students would have already completed a unit on Japanese 
internment, so part of this lesson would be review. 
 
Rationale: If the purpose of learning about the holocaust is to make sure it never happens 
again, students should understand that some of the behaviors that led to the holocaust 
occurred in places other than Nazi Germany. The dehumanization of a certain group is 
one of the first steps towards subjugating that group. In this process media plays a key 
role. Radio stations in Rwanda preached hate against “Tutsi cockroaches”. Danish 
cartoons of Muhammad caused protests throughout the Muslim world. American news 
media routinely broadcast misleading stories and fabricated events leading up to and 
during the Iraq war.  
Good media is a key part to good democracy. If we want our students to one day be good 
citizens they must learn how the media can lead that society. Students should simply put, 
understand not to believe everything they read.  
 
Objectives  (by the end of the lesson students will): 
1. Students will understand what propaganda is in the context of WW2 and present day. 
2. Students will better understand tolerance and some factors that work against it.   
3. Students will understand how Nazis used anti-sematic media played as part of the 
systematic lead up to the holocaust.  
4. Review widespread mistreatment and marginalization of North American Japanese 
during WW2.  

 
Introduction 
Teacher Activities Student Activities Time 
Today we are starting a unit on analyzing the 
significance of the holocaust. As a brief introduction 
we will watch a brief video. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CKmUZprD3RA 

Watch YouTube video 
“Holocaust 
documentary”  

5-10 
minutes 

As you know this is a history lesson. Most of things 
we talk about here happened a very long time ago 
and will never happen again. Today we are going to 
start a unit on the holocaust. My question for all of 
you before we start is how could this have 
happened. How could a society isolate certain 
groups and treat them like that? I want you to take a 
few minutes and write down 3 reasons how this 
could have taken place. There are no wrong answers 

Students will write 
down their answers. 

5-10 
Minutes 
 



here but lets try and keep it civilized. 

Briefly go over some of the student answers. Keep it 
brief. 

Volunteer answers and 
discuss.  

5 
minutes 
 

 
Body of Lesson:  
Teacher Activities Student Activities Time 
Teacher-led discussion.  
Present photos 1 & 2 for the students to 
evaluate. Teacher will explain where 
and when each photo is from and a little 
of the background of each.  
Photo 1 is a poster for a film called the 
“Der ewige Jude” or the eternal Jew. It 
was a Nazi produced propaganda film 
that portrays Jewish people as cruel evil 
and corrupt. Intent on world 
domination. 
Photo 2 Is from a series of WW2 
propaganda posters commissioned by 
the Douglas aircraft company and paid 
for by the U.S. government. The posters 
would have been displayed in factories 
to encourage employees to stop 
wasteful practices such as breaking 
tools. The character the Tokio Kid is 
always shown with a bloody knife, and 
may be a representation of Hideki Tojo. 
 Go through the photo document 
questions 1-7. 
There will be a little extra time spent on 
question 7. 

Answer questions 1-7 as a group. 30 
Minutes 

Present photos 3 & 4 for students. 
Clearly these are a little more subdued. 
Neither of these photos were created 
specifically to incite. I could however 
be argued that neither was photo 2. Do 
you think that this second set of photos 

Students will participate in a short 
discussion on photos 3 & 4. 

5 
minutes 



could be compared to the first set in 
what they represent and how. 

 
 
 
 

 
Assessment: 
Students will be assessed on participation in the group discussion and on their responses 
in their journals.  

Question for students. Pretend that you 
are a member of one of the groups 
portrayed in either photo 1 or 2. Write a 
short journal entry on how it makes you 
feel and what you think the creator of 
the photo is trying to say. Be sure to 
mention where you saw the poster and 
witch one you are writing about.  

Students will write a short 
paragraph.  

10-15 
minutes 



 
 
Photo 1 
 
 



 

 
Photo 2 
 
 
 



Questions for Document Lesson Plan 
 

1. Who	  is	  being	  portrayed	  in	  these	  posters?	  
2. How	  are	  the	  characters	  being	  portrayed?	  
3. What	  do	  these	  two	  posters	  have	  in	  common?	  
4. What	  are	  some	  of	  the	  differences	  between	  the	  two	  
5. What	  do	  you	  think	  these	  posters	  say	  about	  a	  society	  where	  

they	  were	  created	  and	  displayed?	  
6. Do	  you	  think	  that	  posters	  like	  these	  could	  be	  widely	  published	  

today?	  
7. Have	  you	  seen	  images	  that	  use	  this	  kind	  of	  dehumanization	  in	  

current	  newspapers	  or	  on	  TV?	  Give	  examples.	  
 
 



 
 
Photo 3



 
Photo 4 
 



 
 

 


