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Grade 10- Horizons: Canada Moves West textbook critique  

 

UNIT 1: A DOMINION IS FORMED  

Chapter 1 Colonies in the Wilderness, 1814-1840 

 Window on the Past: My Boy Life  

 Introduction  

 Canada: The Land  

 The Land of Yesterday  

 Upper Canada  

 The Immigrant Experience  

 Colonial Government and the Need for Reform  

Chapter 2 Building a Nation, 1840-1867 

 Window on the Past: A Trip Across Canada  

 Introduction  

 The Reign of Queen Victoria  

 Victorian Attitudes and Values  

 A New Age of Science and Medicine  

 Leisure and Travel  

 Building a Nation  

 The Advantages of Confederation  

 Confederation Achieved  

 The British North America Act: Canada’s Constitution  

 

UNIT 2: THE LAND AND THE PEOPLE  

Chapter 3 The Geography of Western Canada  

 Introduction  

 The Importance of Place  

 The Physical Regions of Canada  

 The Climates of Western Canada  

 The Natural Regions of Western Canada  

Chapter 4 The Northwest to 1870  

 Window on the Past: I Am Anne-Marie Lepine  

 Introduction  

 The Northwest in 1800  

 The Native Peoples of the Northwest  

 The Northwest from 1800 to 1860  

 The Merger of the HBC and the NWC  

 The Red River Settlement, 1821-1860  

 Changes: The Red River Settlement between 1860 and 1870  

Chapter 5 The Prairies, 1870-1896  

 Window on the Past: Life in New Iceland  

 Introduction  



 The Métis Flee Westward  

 The Métis in the Northwest  

 The First Nations People in the Northwest  

 The National Dream  

 The Northwest Rebellion of 1885  

Chapter 6 British Columbia to 1896  

 Window on the Past: A Mountain of Grief  

 Introduction  

 The Oregon Terrirtory  

 The Colony of Vancouver Island to 1858  

 The Cariboo Gold Rush  

 The Colony of British Columbia—and Confederation  

 The Railway Survey  

 The  Emergence of Vancouver  

 The Chinese in British Columbia  

 Economic Diversity in British Columbia  

 

UNIT 3: BETWEEN TWO CENTURIES  

Chapter 7 The Emergence of Modern Canada, 1896-1914  

 Window on the Past: The Lure of the Yukon  

 Introduction  

 Laurier is Elected  

 Imperialism: A French-English Split  

 The Laurier Boom  

 Railways to Everywhere  

 The Rise of Unions  

 Closing the Door to Immigration  

 Those Less Equal: The Struggle for Human Rights  

 The New Century: Wonders of the Laurier Age  

Chapter 8 The Economy of Canada  

 Window on the Past: The Raven and the Oarsman  

 Introduction  

 The Changing Economy  

 Economic Essentials  

 Canada’s Economic Regions  

 Canada and the US: An Overview  

 Freer Trade in North America  

Chapter 9 The Economy of British Columbia  

 Window on the Present: Go North, Young Woman!  

 Introduction  

 British Columbia’s Resources: An Overview  

 The Forest  

 Fisheries: A Dwindling Resource  

 Water, the Underrated Resource  



 The Agricultural Industry  

 Non-Renewable Resources: Mining and Fossil Fuels  

 The High-Tech Revolution  

 Splendour Undiminished  

 Population and Environment  

Chapter 10 Canada and the Global Community  

 Window on the Present: Hands Across the World  

 Introduction  

 International Trade Agreements and Canada  

 Trade Blocs  

 Canada and the Pacific Rim  

 Pacific Rim Impact  

 Freer Trade with the Americas  

 Canada’s Trade with Europe  

 

These chapters are all designed in a similar fashion to one another.  

 

At the beginning of each chapter there is an extensive source meant to portray a person or group 

of people from the period of time that chapter will focus on.  This source can be analyzed in 

similar fashion to the way one would analyze a media source.  It is important to look at the 

pictures that go along with the source to try and understand what the authors of the textbook 

were trying to show.   

 

Throughout the book, there are also “primary sources” distributed among the text identifiable by 

a red circle.  These sources are usually very short quotes from someone at the time, usually very 

taken out of any context and without background of the person writing it.  These “primary 

sources” which are not provided any references to support it, cannot really be analyzed for their 

accuracy and bias.  Although they can be taken as a glimpse into the time period and what some 

people thought, there cannot be any serious analysis done due to the lack of breadth or depth of 

the quotations provided. Some of the primary sources are better than others and go into more 

detail, but are still not of a high enough quality to really allow students to assess for the bias and 

thought process behind the piece.  

 

For some of the photographs in the textbook (of which there are many), the textbook does 

provide some opportunities for further analysis of the portrayal of the people in those 

photographs.  However, there are many photographs and not nearly enough guided analysis 

questions for the students to work on.  Photographs and paintings are a great place to work on 

critical media literacy and while there are some photographs that have that, this could definitely 

be expanded.  People are bombarded with images in their everyday lives and they need the tools 

to successfully analyze the photographs and the images that they see.  If that could be a part of 

what they are required to do in a content specific class, it could be really beneficial for students 

in making photograph analysis part of their everyday experiences.  It would be very easy to 

incorporate a focus on photographs with this textbook because it does provide a lot of images.  

 

The chapter summary activities are a useful way to incorporate critical media literacy into the 

content.  There are a lot of opportunities to create an image or a campaign and many other things 



in order to put the students in the mindset of actors in history.  If the students can learn more 

about how those different methods of portraying information function, they can engage with 

creating their own messages and learn to be critical with the material.  

 

Finally, I think that there have been many modes of media that portray this time period in 

Canadian history.  There is a ton of content in the textbook but the best method of incorporating 

critical media literacy into the grade 10 social studies curriculum while still using this textbook is 

to branch from the content provided in the text and show various media on that content and how 

that was portrayed.  It is an effective way to still use the materials that fall into the curriculum 

but using other resources to enhance the content and the students’ ability to critically analyze a 

variety of sources.  


