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Each Hudson’s Bay Company point blanket was woven in England using both English and New Zealander variety wool specifically because of its ability to repel water and maintain its size, softness, and warmth.
 Up until the mid nineteenth century, the blankets were woven by hand. But, with the rise of industrialization, blankets made by machine were becoming increasingly common.


To increase the warmth and durability of a point blanket, wooden mallets were hammered onto the fabric, consequently making them thicker.
 This process also made the fabric resistant to winter frost.
 Nevertheless, this method did reduce its size.
 


While blankets were the most popular item used in Canadian trade, other items such as coats, were also manufactured.
 Scrap fabric was also used to create smaller items such as mittens, hats, and lining.
 


Despite the centuries old history of a Hudson’s Bay Company point blanket, the colors used have remained relatively standard. Traditional colours are white, red, yellow, green, and indigo.
 Popularity wise, white blankets with coloured stripes were plentiful as they offered some camouflage against the white snow in northern Canadian regions.
 But, with the advent of chemical dyes, colours became much more bright and vibrant.


Nevertheless, many non-traditional colours and patterns became available in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. For example, from 1930 to 1970, pastel coloured point blankets in pink, mauve, and pale green were released.
 Also, a commemorative white, blue, and green blanket was released for the 2010 Winter Olympics.
 These are just a few among many new colour schemes for point blankets and are a result of the increased popularity of interior design.
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